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VETERAN POOL CHAIRMAN RETIRES FROM OFFICE 
“Better Not Tie Our Hands” Is Gardiner’s Advice 


POSITION OF U.F.A. 
IS MADE CLEAR IN 
MACLEOD SPEECH 


Constitutional Position Outlined— 
President Finds Fusion Move- 
ment Purely Negative 


MERE OPPOSITION 


Ottawa Liberal Government More 
Costly to Farmers Than Pro- 
vincial Administration 


Clearly outlining the constitutional 
position of U.F.A. constituency asso- 
ciations, which are free to nominate 
or not to nominate candidates for 
public office, but have received no 

ower from the Annual Provincial 

onventions to nominate or give 
their support to any other candidates 
than those of the U.F.A., President 
Robert Gardiner, in an address to the 
annual convention of the Macleod 
U.F.A. Provincial Constituency Asso- 
ciation on November 18th, made a 
comprehensive survey of conditions 
in the Province and Dominion and 
of the position of the Association in 
relation thereto. 

He pointed out that in the event 
of the U.F.A. organization in any 
constituency deciding not to run a 
candidate, members of the association 
are free to participate as individuals 
in support of other candidates. At 
the same time, Mr. Gardiner stated 
that there seemed to be no likelihood 
of a Provincial election in the near 
future; certainly not before the next 
Annual Convention in January, while 
in fact the next election might not 
take place for two years. 


Better Not Tie Our Hands 


“There is no need, therefore,’ he 
said, “to get unduly excited, or to 
commit ourselves to a line of action 
that may tie our hands. Far better 
to await developments so that when 
an election comes we shall be free 
to act in a manner which will be 
suitable to the conditions then pre- 
vailing. The old line parties would 
like to see the U.F.A. go out of politics. 
Remember that when you go to attend 
your next Annual Convention.”’ 


The Fusion Movement 


It was the desire of many people, 
said President Gardiner, to build up 
an organisation capable of defeating 
the Aberhart Government, which had 
failed to fulfill its election promises 
of a basic dividend, a lowered cost 
of living and reduced taxation, but 
had in fact increased the taxes borne 
by the people—-promises based on an 
incorrect diagnosis of the inherent 
defects of the present economic system, 
due to the belief that pieces of paper 
which had no value actually constituted 
purchasing power. 

Actually, said Mr. Gardiner, pur- 
chasing power consisted only in real 
wealth, which he defined as anything 

roduced by labor and machinery 
rom natural resources, and having 
exchange value. Real wealth alone 


Make Secret Plans 
for Food Rationing 


LONDON, Dec. 2nd.—Final touches 
upon plans for the food rationing o. 
every man, woman and child in the 
British Isles are being perfected under 
great secrecy in a block of new business 

remises in Westminster, by a “hush- 
ush” department of the Board of 
Trade, one of the most important of 
Government Departments. A staff of 
two hundred persons are engaged in 
the task. 

Already 40,000,000 
have been printed and are stored in 
a block of offices in south-west London. 
They will be distributed early in the 
New Year. The work is under the 
direction of the ‘‘Food (Defence Plan) 
Department.” 

Also docketed are compulsory re- 
turns obtained by the War Office 
in an agricultural census from all 
farmers working more than an acre 
of land. They reveal the number of 
acres sown to wheat, oats, peas, and 
other vital crops. 

A census of factories has been made 
and of space available for billeting 
troops and police for defence purposes 
if an emergency arises. 


ration cards 


could pay for goods and services and 
discharge debts. There was nothing 
else to pay with. Any type of real 
wealth was purchasing power, and 
there was no other. 

A sound diagnosis of the evils of 
the present system must: be based, 
Mr. Gardiner declared, upon recog- 
nition of the fact that under the 
profit system wealth is not equitably 
distributed. In the long run, there- 
fore, the people of Alberta could 
acquire more purchasing power ey 
the production of more real wealt 
and by seeing that those who produce 
it and render services receive equitable 
exchange value for the wealth pro- 
duced and just remuneration. for 
services rendered. 


Nothing Constructive to Offer 

But if one turned to consider the 
speeches delivered at mass meetings 
recently held for the purpose of 
securing a united front to defeat the 
present Government, it was found 
that those appearing on the various 
platforms, while most severely critical 
of Premier Aberhart, had given no 
indication that they were more Cap- 
able than he had been of giving a 
correct diagnosis... In the event of a 
fusion movement being responsible 
for putting into power a new govern- 
ment, the people therefore could not 
hope for the results necessary to 
improve the economic” and social 
conditions of the Province. The 
voters would be fated to experience 
new disappointments and sterility in 
socially constructive achievement. 
“The move is a negative one to defeat 
Premier Aberhart, and if that is all 
it plans to do, it is not worth while,”’ 
Mr. Gardiner added. 

Just As Critical of U.F.A. 

“Not so long ago,” he reminded 
his audience, “many of those who 
are now asking our support in a fusion 
movement, were flinging all kinds of 
mud at the U.F.A. We should con- 

(Continued on page 9) 


As Pool Missionary in 
the Orient ; 


Dr. H. W. Wood, whose retirement 
from the chairmanship of the Alberta 
Wheat Pool, which he has headed 
from the beginning, was announced 
at the Annual Convention of the Pool 
last week, is shown above in a photo- 
graph taken in Japan in 1926, when 
he made an important tour of the 
Orient and of Australia in behalf of 
the Canadian Pools. 


Trade Treaty More 
Than Business Deal 


Interest Centres on Proposed 
Trade Pact Between United 
Kingdom and U.S.A. 


By M. McDOUGALL 
(Special ton The Western Farm Leader) 


OTTAWA, Dec. ist.—A great deal 
of interest continues to,be felt in the 

rojected trade treaties between the 

nited Kingdom and the United States 
and between Canada and her southern 
neighbor.s Canada has already a trade 
pact with the United States in which 
changes will be made. 

The pact between the U.K. and US. 
is a new one. As trade pacts their 
objective is the stimulation of com- 
mercial relations between the signatory 
nations. The two pacts, however, are 
interrelated in actuality if not tech- 
nically, as it is pretty clear that cer- 
tain preferences on primary products 
enjoyed by Canadians on the British 
market are likely to be sliced in favor 
of the United Foe Bn and in return 
Canada will receive more generous 
treatment on an unkn6wn list of 
commodities in the markets of the 
United States. 

Something more, however, is in- 
volved in the treaties than a cold- 
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DR. WOOD RETIRES, 
BECOMES ADVISOR 
TO ALBERTA POOL 


Pool Delegates Pay Tribute to 
Distinguished Services of 
Leader to Movement 


GIVEN OVATION 


Has Given Greater Part of 77 
Years to Work for Farm 
People’s Cause 


H. W. Wood, C.M.G., LL.D., 
chairman of the Alberta Wheat 
Pool since its inception in 1923, 
retired from the Board of Directors 
of the Pool last week upon his 
appointment as honorary chairman 
and advisor to the Board. 


The most widely-known of farm 
leaders in Canada, Dr. Wood has 
given the greater part of his 77 years 
to the service of the cause of the farm 

eople. That service began in his 
ome in Missouri, when he took part 
in the early struggles of the farmers 
of the United States to organize their 
forces. . 

For fifteen years he was president 
of the United Farmers of Alberta, and 
for several years of that period he was 
also chairman of the Pool Board. He 
‘retired. from the Presidency of the 
U.F.A. in 1931, when he was succeeded 
by Robert Gardiner, who at present 
holds that office. 

Report of Dr. Wood’s statement . 
to the Pool convention is given on 
page 2 of this issue. He received an 
ovation from the delegates, who in a 
resolution which is quoted in full 
expressed ‘‘their deep appreciation of 
what Dr. Wood has done and is doing 
for the Alberta Pool organization and 
for the entire farmers’ movement in 
the Province of Alberta.’’ 


blooded give and take business deal. 
At the time of King George’s Corona- 
tion and the succeeding Imperial 
Conference the suggestion was ad- 
vanced by representatives from the 
United States that their country and 
Britain should enter into a. reciprocal 
trade pact. The idea was heralded . 
at that time as an intangible but 
potent factor that would have a stabil- 
izing effect in a troubled world. Much 
of the incentive for war, it was argued, 
lay in economic inequality. The 
suggested pact would set an example 
in the world. Other nations seeing 
the two great democracies working 
hand in hand in trade matters might 
in time follow suit. The. barriers to 
international trade would be gradually 
lowered, the way opened to a fuller 
economic life and the cause of peace 
thereby aided. 

The treaty riow nearing fruition—is 
based on this theory. While there are 
other incentives to war, as pride, fear, 

(Continued on page 5 
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vety small grain crop in 1936, 

most unusual marketing con- 

ditions, and the failure of over- 
seas demand for wheat to develop from 
Vancouver on anything like the scale 
of previous years, resulted in Alberta 
Pool Elevators experiencing an operat- 
ing loss of $371,696.11 during the 1936- 
37 business year. This information 
is provided in the annual reports of 

. D. Purdy, general manager, an 
the board of directors of the Alberta 
Wheat Pool, presented to the fifteenth 
annual meeting of the delegates, which 
convened in Calgary, Tuesday, Nov- 
ember 23rd. 

The Alberta wheat crop in 1936 
was only 67 million bushels; the small- 
est since 1924. It naturally followed 
that Pool Elevator handlings were 
substantially smaller than the previous 
year, the total being 19,455,220 bushels 
as compared to total handling of 27,- 
109,040 bushels during’ the previous 
year. This shows a decline of handlings 
of approximately 7,650,000 bushels. 
Marketing conditions exhibited most 
unusual features, with cash wheat 
prices being maintained at a substantial 
premium over futures prices during 
the period of heavy deliveries. This 
prevented any revenue being realized 
through storage operations. A series 
of factors caused a decline in exports 
from Vancouver, the principal ones 
being, scarcity of ocean tonnage and 
unusually high freight rates, overseas 
demand for wheat in the closest 
possible position, which meant busi- 
ness was attracted to the Atlantic 
seaboard rather than the Pacific. 


Substantial Reserves 


Substantial reserves gained in pre- 
vious years of more satiS8factory opera- 
tions enabled the Pool organization to 
meet the deficit of the 1936-37 opera- 
tions together with provision for pay- 
ment of interest of $246,884.39 on in- 
debtedness to the Alberta Govern- 


ment, and allowance for depreciation ~ 


of $266,898.84 without undue diffi- 
culty. This is the first year since 
Alberta Pool Elevators commenced 
operations that a loss of any import- 
ance has occurred. 


Manager’s Report 


R. D. Purdy, general manager, gave 
a full explanation to the delegate body 
of the situation prevailing last year. 
He said that the organization had a 
more difficult year than any other 
grain company due to the fact that it 
is the only large grain handling con- 
cern operating entirely in this Province 
and tied up closely with the Pacific 
route. For a substantial -period of 
time sales at Vancouver dwindled 
to almost nothing, creating a situation 
never experienced before in the history 
of the western grain route. 

In dealing with the prospects for 
the 1937-38 crop rere the manager 
said that some changed aspects in 
handling and marketing are in evid- 
ence which, even in the face of another 
small Alberta crop (only 75 million 
bushels), give reasonable hope that a 
considerable improvement may _ be 
anticipated in Alberta Pool operating 
results this year as compared with last. 
Of late =i there has been a revival 
in buying at Vancouver and substantial 
sales bes been made by the Pool. 


Western Route 


Mr. Purdy said that the longshore- 
man strike on the Pacific, the enormous 
demand for, shipping to’ fill lumber 
orders to the United Kingdom, -and 
other factors increased shipping rates 
-to such an extent that for months last 
season wheat simply could not be 
exported from Vancouver. In_ past 

ears the experience has been that a 
full occurred in Vancouver wheat 
business in the autumn and a revival 


followed the close of navigation on the’ 


The western route is 
an advantageous one for Alberta 
wheat producers. They first became 
aware of this fact in 1924 when Alberta 
- Pool farmers got. the benefit of the 


Great Lakes. 
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Vancouver freight rate through. the 
Alberta Pool payment. Since then 
most Alberta farmers have benefited 
from the lower western rates. ~ Mr. 
Purdy said he was confident that 
Vancouver will again come into its 
own as a normal and proper outlet 
for Alberta grain. 

Summing up the factors figuring in 
the loss sustained by Pool Elevators 
last season, the general manager cited 
them ag follows: 

t. Reduction of 25 per cent in 
handlings due to smaller crop. 

2. Lack of carrying charges on 
grain in store. 

3. Breakdown of Vancouver 
selling point. 


Unification with U.G.G. 


“Resolved that we recommend 
that the board of directors of the 
Alberta Wheat Pool continue to 
participate in any discussions which 
may take place between the three 
Pool organizations and the United 
Grain Growers, Limited, with a 
view of examining into the possi- 


as 


bilities of unification between these: 


organizations, and that a_ report 


be submitted at the next delegates’ 


meeting; and furthermore that this 
convention go on record in favor 
of this unification if found feasible 
and satisfactory.”’ 


The above resolution was passed 
by the Alberta Pool delegate body 
after extensive discussion. The idea 
was originally proposed in a resolu- 
tion passed by the annual convention 
of. the United Farmers of Alberta. 
Since last spring meetings have been 
held of representatives of .the two 
grain handling organizations and the 
U.F.A. to discuss the subject. The 
matter’ has’ also come before’ the 
organized farmers of Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba. 

The following table gives the number of 
Pool and U.G.G. 


province. 

Wheat 
U.G.G. Pools 

Peeniene ss. i ecas 112 153 

Saskatchewan........ 110 1,090 

RN Aly oy ack 429 

British Columbia .... 2 1 


It was realized that the fullest pos- 
sible information would have to be 
obtained before any definite steps 
could be taken towards a union ‘be- 
tween the Pools and the U.G.G., and 
waster eam the above motion was 
passed. | 


Favor Wheat Board Operation 


The directors reported that they 
had persisted in advocating the opera- 


tion of a Federal Wheat Board handl-— 


ing all the grain, both to the Dominion 
Government and to the Turgeon Com- 
mission. It was felt that a decided 
mistake had been made when the 
Wheat Board’s operations were chang- 
ed so as to prevent its handling any 
roducers’ grain from the 1936 crop. 
epresentations were made to Ottawa, 
but unavailingly. The _ delegates 
passed resolutions demanding that 
the government Wheat Board handle 
all wheat and that the board be so 
organized as’ to provide for proper 
producer representation thereon. 


Retirement of H. W. Wood 


*<H. W. Wood, veteran leader of 
the farmer movement in Alberta and 
chairman of the board of directors of 


the Alberta Wheat Pool since the 
organization was formed in 1923, 
retired from his directorship and was’ 


succeeded by E. H. Keith of Sexsmith. 
The delegate body unanimously passed 
the following resolution in this con- 


nection: 

‘‘Whereas Dr. H. W.. Wood has 
been chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Alberta Wheat Pool: since 
its inception in 1923; 

“And whereas the services he has 
rendered to the organization have 
been of incalculable value, and freely 
and unselfishly given; 


‘to relieve Dr. 


elevators in each. 


“‘And whereas the duties and re- 
sponsibilities involved in the chair- 
manship have become increasingly 
heavy and too great a load to be 
borne by a man of his advanced years; 

“‘And whereas it is the desire of 
this Alberta Wheat Pool delegate body 
Wood of the burden 
of some of the responsibilities of office 
and at the same time retain the 
advantage of his sound advice and 
experience, 

“Therefore be it resolved that this 
delegate body in annual convention 
assembled, declare Dr. Wood _ hon- 
orary president of the Alberta Wheat 
Pool with an honorarium of $2,500 a 
ear, to be paid to him as long as 
be shall live, and he be retained in 
an advisory capacity, in order that 
this organization sall. continue to 
benefit from his wisdom. 

“The delegates would like to take 
advantage of this occasion to express 
their deep appreciation of what Dr. 
Wood has @one, and is doing, for the 
Alberta Poot organization and for the 
entire farmers’ movement in the 
Province of Alberta.’’ 

On being presented with the reso- 
lution Mr. ood, who was greeted 
with applause, said: he was deeply 
appreciative of the magnificent dem- 
onstration and the kindness and gen- 
erosity of the delegates. ‘“‘Yo men 
have made it possible for me <¢o live 
comfortably as long as I live. I want 
to keep busy. Nature has a way of 
dealing with people who quit work. 
She gets rid of them very quickly 
and I do not want nature working on 
me for a while yet. Don’t think 
I am done yet. I want to help. 
Call on me when you can, and if you 
don’t I will come around and mess 
in a little every so often. I want 
you to know I appreciate what you 
did for me yesterday (providing hon- 
orarium) and today (presenting reso- 
lution). 
able, but they are an awful fine pair 
of twins.” 


Turgeon Commission 


M. M. Porter, solicitor for the Pool, 
gave a resume of the proceedings of 
the Turgeon Royal Grain Inquiry Com- 
mission. ‘‘This was the first commis- 
sion,”’ he said, ‘‘which has really gone 
into the problem of selling Canadian 
wheat. In the past years the marketing 
problem was never acute. There were 
always buyers for our wheat, at vary- 
ing price levels it is true, but markets 
were there. This picture has changed. 
Now the marketing of wheat is one of 
Canada’s big problems. It is a prob- 
lem of surpluses. 

‘‘We have never attempted, and are 
not attempting yet, to get in touch 
with the man who eats bread. Our 
wheat has the quality and we should 
stress that factor, for as the quality 
of bread is raised consumption in- 
creases.”’ 

Mr. Porter said that in his belief 
the wheat marketing problem was one 
of salesmanship.’ Canada will have to 
press her wheat abroad on the basis 
of quality. She should have salesmen 
in Europe merchandising her wheat. 


Cause of European Tariffs 


Low world wheat prices furnish a 
dilemma to importing nations, Mr. 
Porter mentioned, for every time the 
level gets down to an uneconomic price 
for wheat the tendency is to force some 
European farmers out of business, and 
their governments, to protect domestic 
agriculture, put on tariffs and quotas 
and milling restrictions. We should 
fear unduly low prices for that reason. 

With regard to the Turgeon Com- 
mission, Mr. Porter said that what was 
most desirable was the setting up of 
a government bureau to get accurate 
information regarding the operations 
of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange. We 
should know who the speculators are 
and the extent of their operations. 
We want to know whether or not the 
futures system is shifting the load. or 


I won’t say which is prefer- 
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risk from grower to speculator, who is 
largely the grower. In other words, is 
the grower earrying the risk vo 
Mr. Porter:said that the result of the 
investigations conducted by the gov- 
ernment agency in Chicago showed 
that large operators don’t carry the 
risk but are continually in and out of 
the market following the trend created 
by the public. 


“What we want to know is if the 


hidden losses in the exchange methods 


of marketing are not greater in aggre- 
gate than any possible loss that would 
be sustained by any wheat board,’’ | 
said Mr. Porter. i il 


Election of Directors 


The result of the elction of directors 
was as follows: 

Lethbridge,, C. Jensen, Magrath. 

Claresholmy George Coote, Nanton. 


South Calgary, “Ben 8S. Plumer, 
Bassano. 
aba Calgary, R. A. Macpherson, 
elia. 


Red Deer, E. H. Keith, Sexsmith. 

Camrose, Lew Hutchinson, Duhamel 

Bh ir George Bennett, Mann- 
ville. : 


‘Junior Wheat Clubs 


The success which has attended the 
Junior Wheat Club movement in Al- 
berta, which is sponsored by the Al- 
berta Wheat Pool and the Provincial 
and Dominion Departments of Agri- 
culture, was reported upon by the 
Board of Directors. In eight years 
this movement has grown until it is 
now the most outstanding crop im- 
provement scheme in the Province. 
Young farm boys are taking a keen in- 
terest in the work. The report said 
that the number of wheat clubs 
operated during the past year totalled 
50 and the membership was 838: The 
number of clubs organized each season 
is largely determined by the Govern- 
ment’s ability to provide adequate 
inspection and supervision through 
its district agriculturists as well as 
by the amount appropriated by the 
Wheat. Pool for seed requirements. 

The delegates passsed a resolution 
commending the operation of the Junior 
Wheat Clubs as one of inestimable 
value in an educational sense, in im- 
proving the quality of wheat produced 
in the Province, and in creating senti- 
ment favorable to the Alberta Wheat 


‘Pool, and also recommending to the 
Management to continue to appest 


the operation of the Junior eat 
Clubs. 


Grading of Grain 


A resolution commenting on _ in- 
efficient grain grading was passed. 
Mr. E. Williamson of Berwyn, speak- 
ing on this resolution, said that a 
quantity of wheat from the Peace 
River grade Three Northern had 
proven under laboratory tests to be 
superior in almost every way to the 
average of the One Northern wheat 
graded at Winnipeg. 

E. B. Ramsey, chairman of the 
board of grain commissioners, who 
was present.and addressed the dele- 
gates, said that this year’s crop was 
an unusual one. It was largely a 
3 crop due to immaturity, and a most 
difficult one from the ' grading stand- 
point. The Peace River wheat re 
ferred to was an exceptional instance, 
he said. A considerable quantity of 
wheat was of a bronzy-green. color, 
and, after all, appearance has some- 
thing to do with the grading of Cana- 
dian wheat under the grain act. , 

Asked about protein grading, Mr. 
Ramsey said that laboratory tests 
would be required in order to grade 
in that way and country elevators 
and agents are not equipped to make 
the tests. 

Dealing with Garnet, Mr. Ramsey 
said that next season this variety 
of wheat would be excluded from 
Three Northern and probably from 
Four Northern. It would then have 
to stand on its own feet. Mr. Rafn 


(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 
of Bon. Accord said he lived in a 
Garnet district and growers were 
quite content to have it graded sep- 
arately and sold on its merits, feeling 
that the better yield, earlier maturity 
and fine appearance of this wheat 
would make up for any possible price 
discount. 
Other Resolutions 


A resolution was passed urgin 
upon both Dominion and Provincia 
Governments the necessity for co- 
operation to the end that the William 


Pearce Water Diversion Project, or. 


such modifications of it as are ap "e 
able to Alberta, be proceeded wit 
soon as possible as a work for wages 
project and on the basis of a federal 
responsibility insofar as financing is 
concerned and as a drouth rehabili- 
tation measure. 

A resolution, submitted by D. J. 
Burton, urged upon both Dominion 
and Provincial Governments the neces- 
sity for taking immediate action to 
the end that seed, feed and fuel oil 
relief be provided in good time during 
the winter months instead of late in 
the seéding season as was the case 
last year. 

ihe Fowlie sponsored a resolution 
aoe upon the federal government 
that the regulations in regard to 
feed relief be modified so that those 
receiving feed be not compelled to 
sell ispose of their stock in order 
to obtain this relief, and further that 
the quantities allotted be increased. 
A resolution providing for the 
increasing of the directors’ terms 
from one to two years with three 
retiring one year and four the next, 
was defeated. 

Canadian Pool President 

J. H. Wesson, president of the 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool and vice- 

resident of the Canadian Wheat 
Pool, addressed the delegate body. 
He said that despite accusations in 

ast years to the effect that the 
Pool’s operations had lost world mar- 


kets for Canadian wheat, the fact 
remains that with the open market 
now in operation international trade 
is this season likely to touch only 
496. million bushels, which would 
approximate the low market in modern 
history. He said he did not know 

which would be the worse of two 
avils which might befall western 
farmers next year—a good crop with 
inevitably lower prices and gluts of 
wheat, or a poor crop with better 
prices. 

“Naturally we all desire good crops 
and are hoping for one next year,” 
he said, ‘“‘but a 400 million bushel 
crop in the west in 19388 may create a 
price crisis comparable to that which 
occurred during the depression.” 

Referring to the Pool movement 
in the west, the speaker said there 
was closer unity prevailing now among 
the three organizations than at any 
previous time in their history and 
they are all going forward shoulder 
to shoulder. 

“In Saskatchewan the Wheat Pool 
was formed as a militant fighting 
force and we have not changed our 
opinion,” he said. 
eventually, by working even closer 
together we will reach a place where 
agriculture will get more than the 
thin edge of the wedge.” 


Further Resolutions 


A resolution favoring a superannua- 
tion fund for employes was defeated. 
Another resolution instructed the direc- 
tors to investigate the possibilities of 
forming a Pool insurance company. 

James Sebastian, Albert Allsop and 
Lloyd Rigby, Junior Wheat Club boys 
from the Peace River who have won 
striking successes at the Royal Winter 
Show in Toronto this year, will have 
their achievements recognized by the 
Alberta Pool under instructions from 
the delegates. 

Discussion on the keeping open of 
elevators in the drouth area, the 

roblem of credit, etc., was developed 
by resolutions on these subjects. 

The convention ended on Monday 


‘““‘We believe that 
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evening, November 29th , having been 
six days in session. 
Presentations 

There were a couple of dramatic 
moments during the convention and 
one was when W. Wood, “‘the old 
chieftain’, severed active associations. 
Another was when Rufus Cates of 
Oyen, delegate continuously since the 
Pool was formed in 1923, and who 
announced his retirement, was pre- 
sented with a club bag by the delegates. 
Active. in the farmers’ movement 
since 1904 when he worked with the 
co-operative pioneers in Manitoba, 
Mr. Cates has been one of the foremost 
figures,, staunch and fearless, in the 
agrarian movement. 

M. R. Holder of Stettler was also 
cab e with a club bag in view of 
is retirement next year from the 
delegate body. An old ‘“seadog’’, 
kindly, conscientious and with a flow 
of humor that often enlivened dele- 
gates’ meetings, Fred Holder was a 
popular figure at such gatherings. 

Andrew B. Wood of Riverton was 
chairman of the convention, assistant 
chairmen being, T. 8. Montgomerie 
of Hilda, E. H. Keith of Sexsmith 
and Rufus Cates of Oyen. 

eC Coe" —— 


Annual Convention of 
U. F. A., Jan. 18 to 21 


The Thirtieth Annual Convention 
of the United Farmers of Alberta will 
be held in the Masonic Temple, Ed- 
monton, January 18th to the 21st: next 
inclusive. The date was set by the 
U.F.A. Executive at a meeting con- 
cluded a few days ago. Speakers 
it is anticipated, will include an 
agricultural economist and a repre- 
sentative of the administration of the 
Farm Rehabilitation Act. 

Consideration of the draft Pro- 
vincial C.C.F,. program submitted to 
the Locals by the Executive on in- 
structions of the last Convention will 
form an important feature of the 
forthcoming gathering. 
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TO OUR MEMBERS 
and Friends of 
CO-OPERATION 


A Happy 


Christmas 
*oz 
THE NORTHERN ALBERTA 
DAIRY POOL 


CHRIS gar” iss donde Mata 


anager 


10531-102nd STREET, 
EDMONTON 


WHEN IN CALGARY 


VISIT OUR*8SDORE 
inspect our XMAS stock 
Compare our VALUES and 
OUR PRICES 


FARROW’S DRUG STORE 


810 - Ist Street Ree Samia Rami theta 


: ah ANTED 
MEN Were ECE 


BIE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR TRAINED DIESEL MEN 


Men now being selected to train in this fascinating 
fast-growing trade. Qualify now to operate 
iesels, Autos, Trains, Tractors, Buses, Trucks. 
We pay bus fare. 
Write for FREE information 


CHICAGO: DIESEL INSTITUTE 
DEPT. 44, WINNIPEG, MAN. 


MAPLE LEAF 


PETROLEUM LIMITED 


extends to all Patrons and Friends 
throughout Alberta 


HDeartiest CHishes 


and 


A Merry Christmas 
a Prosperous Netw Dear 


Manufacturers pe ee for U.F.A. Pin nanitines 


MAPLE LEAF MOTOR & TRACTOR FUELS AND OILS 


Oo Head Office: 


W. F. WALLACE 


General Manager. 


CALGARY, ALBERTA. 
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DR. WOOD'S RETIREMENT 


The resignation of Dr. H. W. Wood 
from the Board of Directors of the 
Alberta Wheat Pool brings to a close 
the more active phase of a distinguished 
eareer devoted to-the-service of the 
farm people of North America, and 
particularly of Canada and Alberta 
in which he has spent so many years 
in fruitful leadership. 


But though his relinquishment at 


. the age of 77 of his office on the Pool 


Board will provide him with oppor- 
tunities for enjoyment of well-earned 
leisure, the Pool will continue to draw 
upon his wisdom and long experience, 
and he will remain in association with 
a movement to which he has given 
unsparingly of time and energy. 
* * * 


H. W. Wood became President of : 


the United Farmers of Alberta in 1915. 
The impression of his personality and 
philosophy were immediately felt in 
the movement. When, a few years 
later, agitation for the entrance of the 


U.F.A. into the political field became - 


widespread throughout the Province, 
he strongly urged that the farmers 


- should not undertake to create a new 
political party, but should enter the 


field as an organization. ‘This was the 
course which the Conventions of the 
United Farmers of Alberta decided on. 


Looking backwards few will doubt 
that the decision was a wise one. The 
Progressive party, which was formed 
in other parts of Canada, was suc- 
cessful in only one election in sending 
any considerable number of members 
to the House of Commons. The Prov- 
ince of Alberta alone continued to send 
an almost solid block of farmer repre- 
sentatives to Ottawa and to maintain 


a farmers’ government in Alberta in 


succeeding years; and only the arising 
of an entirely unprecedented political 
situation in this Province brought 
about the defeat of the U.F.A. members 
in 1935. | 

While Dr. Wood succeeded in direct- 
ing political action by the farm people 
into channels wh'ch made for stability, 
and has remained a convinced oppon- 


~ent of the old political party system, 
~-he--has-as-consistently advocated co- 


operation between the farm people 
and other classes. The present writer 
recalls a notable occasion in 1921, 
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. gates to a U.F.A. 


_ the old order of things. 


No. 23 


when the question of co-operation 
between the farmers and the labor 
forces in a partly urban constituency 
was under consideration, some dele- 
convention had 
expressed doubts as to the wisdom of 
co-operating with the labor forces, 
who had offered reciprocal support to 
the farmers. | 

_. The President’s intervention settled 
the matter. He spoke at length upon 
the absolute necessity for co-operation 
between economic units in the building 
of a co-operative social order, and 
concluded with the words: “The ques- 
tion is not whether you want to co- 
operate with labor; you’ve got to 
co-operate with labor.’”’ Today Mr. 
Herridge is saying much the same thing. 


Dr. Wood’s main interest has always 
lain in the building up of the farmers’ 
economic institutions; he has never 
ceased to stress the desirability of vol- 
untary co-operation in this field, wher- 
ever it may be found possible to bring 
about desired results by voluntary 
means. That the social system cannot 
be reconstructed overnight, but only by 
steady effort on the part of the people 
themselves, involving the raising of 
the standards of individual citizenship 
and the development of social con- 
sciousness has been the.-note most 
strongly emphasized in all his advice 
to the farm people. 


He was a pioneer of the Wheat Pool 
movement, and took a leading role in 


the organization of the Alberta Pool, 


of which since 1923 he has been the 
head. In 1926 he made a tour of Japan, 
China and Australia, carrying out 
important missions for the Canadian 
Pools. 

He has been honored by the Univer- 
sity of Alberta with the degree of 
LL.D., and in 1926 was made by the 
King a Commander of the order of 
St. Michael and St. George. 


In the days when he was fighting his 
earlier and perhaps hardest battles for 
the farm people of Alberta, H. W. 
Wood was under continuous attack by. 
the daily newspapers, some of which 


went to extremes in their tirades against 


the leader who had dared to challenge 
In fact, when 
the first big battle was won in-1921, the 
U.F.A. under his leadership was op- 
posed by all the daily press, while the 


commercial farm press in Alberta sub- - 
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CHRISTMAS AT HOME | 
AND ABROAD 


The Christmas spirit walks abroad with- 
in our peaceful borders, | 
And lights once more the Christmas 
fires of neighborly goodwill. 
But grim and growing echoes of the 
world’s sad disorders a 
Intrude upon the cup of joy that now 
we pause to fill. : 
In grey old lands men march to war.qnd 
nights are filled with weeping; 
The Christmas star by wings of death 
1s banished from the skies. 
The dreadful shadows lengthen—who 
can say where they are creeping? 
Or on what new horizon will the smoke 
of battle rise? ” 


Our children dream of Christmas and 
the joys it is preparing— 
The festival of Christmas marks bright 
milestones on their way. 
They know the urge of Christmas-tide 
for giving and for sharing— 
They revel in the ancient rites that 
mark the Christmas Day. _ . 
But children in these sad, sad lands 
where greed and hate_are stalking, 
Where gods of war are rampant and 
all hearts are cold with fear, 
Enjoy no magic Christmas-tree, nor 
hang a Christmas stocking, 
Nor sing a Christmas carol, for they 
know no Christmas cheer. 


Let us, whose children to the feast of 
Christmas come rejoicing, 
Whom war has not denied the right of 
childhood to its youth, 
Our gratitude in deeds of loving-kindhi 
ness be voicing, : 
And each contrive to make goodwill 
to man a shining truth. | 
Let us but hail and greet our friends, and 
what we have for giving 
Pour freely into homes that know of 
Christmas cheer a dearth. 
By keeping Christmas warm and green, 
a light to life and living, 
We add a gleam to mankind’s hope 
of coming peace on earth. 


ISA GRINDLAY JACKSON. 


jected him to venomous attack. 

All that has changed, and today 
there is universal recognition of the 
fine service which Dr. Wood has given 
to his day and generation throughout. - 
his notable career; while all who have 


‘the interests of the farm movement at 


heart will wish that he may long be 
spared to assist with advice from his 
fount of wisdom, those who bear the 
active responsibility for the direction 
of the movement. se 


The U.F.A. Central Co-operative is to be con- 
ratulated on the success of its season’s operations. 
This week it is announced that there has been 
an increase of 42 per cent during the past season 
in the co-operative buying of petroleum products 
through the U.F.A. Central Co-operative Asso- 
ciation, Ltd. 
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Petroleum Products 
Buying Through Co-op 
Increases 42 Per Cent 


Increase of 42 per cent in the 
co-operative buying of petroleum 
products through the U.F.A. 


Central Co-operative Association, 
Lid., was reported to the U.F.A. 
Executive last week by the com- 
mittee. 


‘ Amalgamation Proposals 
Arouse Great Interest 


Great interest is being taken in the 
proposal to bring about the amal- 
gamation of the Wheat Pool organ- 
izations not only in Alberta, but in 
Manitoba and to a certain extent in 
other Provinces, President Robert 
Gardiner and J. K. Sutherland, who 
acted for the Executive in the matter 
of action on the resolution at the last 
Convention with respect to amal- 
gamation of the U.G.G. and the Al- 
berta Wheat Pool during the a year, 
reported to a meeting of the Executive 
recently concluded. 


‘‘WONDERFUL HELP 
TO SCHOOL CHILDREN”’ 


Wetaskiwin R. 1, 
November 25th, 1937. 
Editor, The Western Farm Leader: 
‘Received your map with receipt 
for my subscription, and I am surely 
well satisfied. It would be a wonder- 
ful help to school children. - The 
ignorance among grownups about our 
own country is amazing. I would 
certainly advise parents with school 
age children to get one. 
. G. STEVENS. 


Protest Reduction in 
Duty on Lambs, Sheep 


Protest to the Dominion Govern- 
ment against the reduction of the 
duty on New Zealand lamb and mut- 
ton from 3c to 1/2c per pound has 
been made by the U.F.A. Executive 
to the Dominion Government. 
pointed out that this reduction, par- 
ticularly at this season after sheep 
breeders have made all arrangements 
for the feeding of lambs for the winter, 
has dealt a hard blow to the sheep 
raising industry in Alberta. 

es Coerwe—e > > 

Andrew Smeaton, former Labor 
M.L.A., withdrew from the contest 
in the Lethbridge-by-election, leaving 
a straight fight between the Social 
Credit and People’s League nominees. 
The former has been assisted by 
Premier Aberhart and other Cabinet 
Ministers. 


WANTED 
TURKEYS | LIVE 
FOWL | or 
GEESE _| DRESSED 


HIGHEST PRICES PAID. 
LIBERAL GRADING. 


Write or "Phone for 
CRATES 


We Need Your Cream. 
TRY US ONCE. 


- MODEL DAIRIES 


308 - 17th Avenue W. 


Phones: 


Prompt 
M2311 - M2393 


Returns 


It is » 


Election Comes Soon 


Consideration of proposals from 
Liberals and Conservative organiza- 
tions in Peace River Provincial Con- 
stituency, seeking co-operation with the 


U.F.A. in placing a single candidate ~ 


in the field at the next election form- 
ed the main focus of interest at the 
annual convention of the U.F.A. con- 
stituency association held at Berwyn 
in November, W. H. Bailey reports 
in a letter to The Western Farm Leader. 
It was decided not to run a U.F.A. 
candidate in the event of an election 
in the near .future if other parties 
similarly refrain. 

“‘After.this decision had been made,”’ 
reports Mr. Bailey, ‘and because there 
is a clause in the U.F.A. constitution 
prohibiting the use of the constituency 
political association for the purpose 
of supporting a candidate other than 
a U.F.A. candidate, the convention was 
adjourned, and the meeting re-organ- 
ized as a public meeting of representa- 
tive farmers of the constituency with 
the same officers, and the following 
motion passed: 

““*Resolved that we, representative 
farmers of this constituency, decide 
that in the event of an early election, 
we will co-operate as fully as possible 
with other groups to name a citizens 
candidate, supported by a non-partisan 
organization.’ 

““W. H. Bailey, Fairview; A. Ji 
Bettensen, Griffin Creek; and Wm. 
Pemberton, Berwyn; were elected 
a committee to represent the: group 
in giving effect to the above resolution, 

“There was complete harmony on 
the decisions arrived at, which augurs 
well for the success of the new ven- 
ture.” 

Wm. Pemberton of Berwyn, and 
William McAuley, Fairview, were re- 
elected president and secretary respec- 
tively. All U.F.A. and U.F.W.A. 
Locals were represented, as well as 
many interested visitors. 

—_—_— —- -_ -___.. —___., o—-—_—- —_ -—_- 


TRADE GREATER 
(Continued from page 1) 
aggressive patriotism and other mass 
uman emotions, everyone realises 
that economic distress and inequality 
lie at the base of much of the trouble. 
With the effort through example to 
show the way towards the removal of 
this important cause of unrest the 
people of Canada are naturally in 
sympathy. They welcome all kinds 
of co-operative measures between the 
British Commonwealth and the United 

States. 

Canadians, however, would not be 
human if they did not feel anxious 
about some of the possible results of 
the new agreements. Added competi- 
tion in thée’British markets of that most 
formidable of all competitors the 
United States naturally causes un- 
easiness in some quarters. In total 
benefits to Canadian trade, concessions 
to be gained from the United States 
in the markets of that country may 
more than offset the losses in the 
British market. It is also to be borne 
in mind that there is nothing to sug- 
gest that Imperial preferences are a 
dead letter or that the United States 
will be admitted on equal terms with 
the Dominions. 

— oenr—-wn— 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The annual conference of U.F.A. 
purchasing co-operatives is in progress 
in Calgary as we go to press, with 
George L. MacLachlan presiding and 
Stanley Stacey as secretary. Six 
associations are represented: Acadia, 
Coronation, Huxley to Grainger, Pem- 
bina, Milo and Innisfail. Messrs. 
E. R. McRory, Manager of the 
United Grain ‘Growers,. Ltd., W.. F. 
Wallace, Manager of .Maple Leaf 
Petroleum, Ltd., and others are at- 
tending. On Tuesday delegates were 
entertained at a luncheon by Maple 
Leaf Petroleum, Ltd., Mr. Priestley, 
chairman of the U.F.A. Central Co- 
operative Association, Ltd., presiding, 
President Gardiner, BE. W, runsden. 
Secretary Alberta Co-operative Council 
and W. Norman Smith, editor The 
Western Farm Leader, were among the 
guests, 
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. Won’t Run Candidateif : 


lodine shortage in the 


rations of female breeding 
stock is responsible for: 


— goitrous calves, lambs, etc. X 
— sfill-born and hairless pigs, 
—, weak, sickly foals, 

— unthrifty, profitless offspring. 
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YES SIR... FEED 
IODIZED SALT TO MY 
ANIMALS AND GET 


HEALTHY OFFSPRING 


Pee 
e <S 


When cows, mares, ewes and 
sows do not get enough iodine 
their offspring pays the penalty. 
Enable your breeding stock to 


deliver healthy, vigorous young. Mix “Windsor” Iodized Stock 
Salt with daily rations and keep “‘Windsor”’ 50-lb. Iodized Salt 
Blocks, or ‘‘Windsor’”’ 5-lb. Iodized Licks before the stock at 
all times. 

These simple inexpensive steps guarantee that your stock 
gets the necessary Iodine and will pay you many times over. 


Play Safe —‘Feed . 


Christmas vew‘year's 


CHRISTMAS 


Tickets on Sale Dec. 23 to 27. 
Return Limit Dec. 27, 1937. 


SAS Ns SE Ne ae a a NO 


LOW ROUND TRIP 


EXCURSION FARES 


Between all points on Greyhound Lines in Alberta, British 
Columbia, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 


NEW YEAR’S 


‘FARE AND ONE-QUARTER 
Tickets on Sale Dec. 30, 1937, 
to Jan. 3, 1938. 

Return Limit Jan. 3, 1938. 


| 


FARE AND ONE-QUARTER 


COMBINATION CHRISTMAS AND NEW | YEAR’S 
FARE AND ONE-THIRD 

Tickets on Sale December 21, 1937, to January 3, 1938. 

Return Limit January 7, 1938. 


TEACHERS AND STUDENTS—FARE AND ONE-QUARTER 


Tickets on Sale from three days before school closes. 
Return Limit three days after school re-opens. 


For information, write or phone 


M4466 M4466 
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By ALEXANDER 


CALHOUN, M.A. 


Public Librarian, Calgary 


Nothing is more 
amazing to me 
as a librarian than 
the endless stream 
of new _ books 
which pour from 
the printing pres- 
ses throughout 
the year, and 
with a quickened 
tempo, culminate 
in the floodtime 
surge of the 
Christmas’ season. 

After all these years, my pulses can 
still quicken, on reading a review, or 
scanning. a glowing advertisement, of 
some new work of genius, which may 
turn out to be a squib, as is too often 
the case, since profits have come to 
loom large in the minds of publishers. 

And publishers are today big’ busi- 
ness, and fortunes are spent in adver- 
tising the promising book. Recent 
book-fairs in London, New York and 
Toronto have attracted great throngs 
as to a preview. 

You ‘and I, dear reader, must be 
content with a somewhat distant 
view, using a telephoto lens. This too 
has its advantages. I shall not pretend 
to you that I have read all the books I 
shall mention. Some of them are not 
even on sale as yet, but all will be 
available for the Christmas trade, 


THIS WATCH 
for CHRISTMAS 


10K Gold Filled, Natural 
Gold, square or round. 


“CHAUNCEY” movement 
$15 
H. R. CHAUNCEY 


‘Calgary's Good Jewelry Store for 
‘ 25 Years”’ 
116-8th AVENUE EAST 
CALGARY 


towards which goal editors and press- 
men strain, since there are so many 
people who only buy books at Christ- 
mas time, and so do lip service to 
culture. 

While it is undoubtedly true that 
too many books are being published, 
and not a few worthless ones; the-high 
quality of a great number is the more 
significant factor. The English speak- 
ing world of some 200,000,000 people 
is a huge market, and its prizes lure 
the ablest minds, the cleverest writers 
of the day. 

This is an age in which change is the 
dominant note. We are confronted 
daily with new problems, fresh changes 
and developments in the technological, 
social, economic, and political fields. 


With amazing rapidity new books 


appear, telling us what the man in the 
street, the thinker, the _ scientist, 
think about these new problems, which 
have their impact too upon the 
novelist, the poet, the dramatist. 

Now I shall attempt to give you a 
bird's eye view of a few of the more 
significant and arresting new books. 


MEMOIRS AND BIOGRAPHY 


The Life of Madame Curie by her 
daughter Eve, (Doubleday, $4.00) has 
already reached and impressed a host 
of readers in the pages of the Saturday 
Evening Post, a book for those who 
prize the devotion of the great scientist. 

The Importance of Living by Lin 
Yutang, that eminent Chinese writer, 
(Reynal, $3.00) tells the story of his 
pilgrimage through life in the U.S., 
a book of unusual charm and distinc- 


tion. 


My Scottish Youth by that accom- 
plished writer, Bruce Lockhart, (Put- 
nam, $3.00) is sure to find many eager 
readers. 


The Memoirs of Sir Ronald Storrs 
(Putnam, $5.00), is a big book by a 
big man. Storrs has made a _ great 
name as an administrator in Egypt, 
in Palestine and Cyprus. A man of 
unusual culture, to whom his friend 
T. E. Lawrence pays high tribute in 
his Seven Pillars of Wisdom, he will 
be widely read. ; 

Vernon Bartlett’s This Is My Life 
(Chatto 12/6), which has _ recently 
appeared in England, concerns itself 
with the European scene; a warm hum- 
an book, with some of the accents we 
have become familiar with in London 
calling, Hello, Canada! 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


Though I have classed Vernon 
Bartlett’s book with memoirs, it has 
close affinities with this group. 


John Gunther’s Inside Europe has 
just appeared in a new edition, largely 
rewritten. As such it will retain its 
place as the ablest book in this field. 


Fodor’s Plot and Counterplot in 
Central Europe (Houghton, $3.50), is 
written by a shrewd, knowing Europ- 
ean and eesmopolite,. a Hungarian 
who lives in Vienna, that nerve centre 
of European unrest. He has been the 
friend of every European correspondent. 

Lilian Mowrer, the English wife of 
Edgar Mowrer, another famous Ameri- 


' ean correspondent, has written Journ- 


alist’s Wife (Morrow, $3.50), covering 
the important events of the last twenty 
years of Europe’s hectic life. 


I Knew Hitler, by Kurt Ludecke 
(Scribner’s, $3.75) is written by a 
German Nazi, who was an intimate 


of Hitler for many years, and escaped 


from Germany just before the bloody 
purge of June 30th, 1934, and thereby 
saved his life. 

This is a remarkable book, which 
will make a stir in the world. Not the 
least remarkable feature of it is that 
the author is still a Nazi at heart. He 
is the Trotsky of the German Nazi 
revolution. 
original aims of his party, and butcher- 
ed those who were faithful to his 
original programme. Here is a unique 
parallel to the Russian situation. 

Professor Frederick’ Schumann of 
Williams College, in a full page review 
in the N. Y. Herald Tribune Books 
Supplement, vouches for the book’s 
authenticity and the credentials of the 
author. To quote Schumann, ‘The 
author’s revelations regarding the 
rulers of the Third Reich are, by a wide 
margin, the most remarkable which 
have this far appeared in print.” 


‘‘Not Large Enough for Both”’ 


‘‘Here is further evidence, if further 
evidence is needed, that Fascism will 
either destroy western civilization or 
be destroyed by those who believe 
that liberal culture is still worth de- 


‘fending. The planet is not large enough 


for both. In 1931 Hitler wrote: ‘The 
question of overcoming Bolshevism 
is one of the Fascistization of all 
European states.’ This is the goal 
today of the Fascist Triplice. The 


Issue as posed by Berlin, Rome and 
Tokio is—‘human culture against Bol- 
shevist barbarism;’ as seen from the 
other side—liberal civilization versus 
Fascist savagery.” 


hristmas 


_°FOR CHEERFUL WELL-BEING 
ON THE HOLIDAY MORNING 


MIX WITH CALGARY 


- DRY GINGER ALE 


ORDER YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
CARTON NOW 


SOLD AT 
ALL BETTER 
STORES 


Hitler deviated from the 
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Miss Baskerville’s What Next, O 
Duce! (Longmans 10/6) is an important 
book by a woman who has lived many 
years in Italy as a correspondent. 

Goliath,. the March of Fascism by 
Borgese (Vikiiig, $3.00), is an important 
critical study of Italian Fascism by an 


acute Italian thinker. 


A MISCELLANY 


Aldous Huxley’s Ends and Means 
(Harper’s, $3.50), presents the matured 
philosophy of this always provocative 
thinker, who from his ivory tower 
descends more and more frequently 
into the market place, sometimes 
feel, with some loss to the world. 

Walter Lippman’s The Good Society 
(Little, $3.00), also presents the 
pha are ata of an able writer. 
His good society is our old friend, 
rugged individualism. Some may 
regard it as the swan song of American 
laisser-faire or a nostalgic reverie. It 
will be widely read. 

Link’s Return to Religion (Mac- 


millan, $1.75) has remained in the» 


best seller class for over a year. 

Mrs. McClung’s More Leaves from 
Lantern Lane (Allen, $1.00), will make 
an admirable Christmas gift. 

Alexander Woollcott’s Second Read- 
er (Viking, $3.00), is a book for this 
author’s disciples, a fresh instalment 
of his favorite authors. 


NEW NOVELS 


We have an unusually good crop of 
new novels to choose from, including 
several of distinction. There is no 
legitimate successor to ‘‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ but So Great a Man by 
David Pilgrim (Harper, $3.00), a 
Napoleonic tale, is one of the aspirants. 
As it only has 463 pages, its chances 
are none too good. 

Francis Brett Young’s They Seek 
a Country (Reynal, $2.75), and Stuart 


. Cloete’s Turning Wheels (Houghton, 


$2.50), both deal with that grim tale, 
the great Boer trek from Cape Colony 
in 1840, two covered wagon stories, the 
former of which is soon to be exploited 
by Hollywood. “Turning -Wheels’’ 
is a robust story, essentially a man’s 
book. 

Kenneth Robert’s Northwest Pas- 
sage (Doubleday, $2.75), is a fine 
American historical novel of colonial 
days, time 1759. 

Ann Bridge’s Enchanter’s Night- 
shade (McClelland, $2.50), has an 
Italian setting, and will please ad- 
mirers of this gifted cool writer. 

American Dream by Michael Foster 
(Morrow, $3.00), published in the 
early summer, is probably the. most 
enjoyable novel I shall mention. It 
covers the period 1848-1880. In a way 
it is a commentary on the whole of 
American life. This writer has style. 

It is not an accident, that all five 
novels [shave mentioned, have their 
scenes laid in the glamorous past. 
This is a pronounced tendency of the 
hour. Is it an attempt to escape from 
a troubled present? 


THE SOCmS BED ECONOMIC 


Few important popular books have 
recently appeared dealing with social 
and economic problems. 

Assignment in Utopia by Eugene 
Lyons (Harcourt, $3.50) is only one 
of a number of severe indictments of 
Soviet Russia. The author, who has 
definite left sympathies, spent several 
years as a correspondent in Russia. 

Cole’s People’s Front (Ryerson, 
$2.00), and Major Attlee’s The Labour 
Party in Perspective (Ryerson, $2.00), 
are both essential to an understanding 
of the British political situation. 

Walsh’s The C. I. O., Industrial 
Unionism in Action (Norton, $2.50), 
is the first important book by a 


trained investigator, upon this signif- 


icant development. 

The prices quoted in this survey 
are, for the most part, New York 
prices. Canadian prices, on account 
of duty, are usually about 15 per cent 
higher. + ; 
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This is a good year for the Father 
or Mother or Uncle or Aunt who decides 
to give books. It is becoming in- 
creasingly easier to find the right book 
for a child, but it is seldom that so 
many of them will provide entertain- 
ment for the whole family. 

For instance, there is ‘‘Ferdinand”’ 
by Munroe Leaf (Viking Press, $1.00). 
It was designed as a picture book, but 
older children and adults refuse to 
leave it in the nursery. Ferdinand the 
little bull who refused to fight and who 
‘‘just liked to sit quietly and smell the 
flowers,’’ seems assured of a permanent 
place in our literature. Author and 
illustrator have worked together until 
it is impossible to imagine the story 
without the pictures, It is not sur- 
prising to learn that the publishers of 
‘Ferdinand”’ claim that they sell 2,000 
copies a week. 

A book which you may safely give 
to a ten to twelve-year-old girl, and 
which will be enjoyed by women of 
all ages is ‘‘Roller Skates’? by Ruth 
Sawyer. Miss Sawyer is a well-known 
story teller, and this tale of Lucinda 
Wyman, a little girl growing up in 
*“New York in the 1890's, is told with a 
swing which sweeps the reader along 
from one escapade to another. Lu- 
cinda is not a very good little girl, but 
she is very real and very honest. In- 
cidentally, ‘‘Roller Skates’? won the 
coveted Newbery Medal for the most 
outstanding book for children published 
in America in 1936. 


New Type of Book 


Older girls of fourteen or so will en- 
joy “Jam Tomorrow” by Monica 
Redlich (Nelson 5/). It is an example 
of a new type of book which seems to 
be evolving, the novel for young people. 
Not an expurgated edition of a ’*book 
for adults, but a real novel for girls 
about their contemporaries. It i8 
worthy of a place on your shclves 
near Little Women.” 


There are very few books ‘that appeal ' 


equally to boys and girls. Arthur 
Ransome is one author who is par- 
ticularly successful in this. A new 
book by the author of ‘‘Swallows and 
Amazons” and ‘‘Péter Duck”’ is sure 
of an enthusiastic welcome from both 
boys and girls. When that new book 
is ‘Pigeon Post’? (Cape 7/6), it gets 
such a welcome from critics and librar- 
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ians too that its author had to be given 
the new Carnegie Medal for the best 
book for children published in the Brit- 
ish Empire. From the moment on the 
first page when Robert receives a 
mysterious parcel on a railroad ‘plat- 
form and finds a skull and cross bones 
scratched on the corner, the excite- 
ment never wanes. Anybody over 
ten will like it. 


Romance of Man’s Conquest of Air 


For older boys whose thoughts are 


‘turning longingly toward the sky there 


is “The Wonder Book of the Air’ 
by C. D. Allen and Lauren D. Lyman 
(Winston $2.50). It was Mr. Lyman 
who won the 1936 Pulitzer Prize for 
reporting which probably accounts for 
the dramatic quality of ‘the book. 
Bernt Balchen, chief pilot of the Byrd 
Expedition, says in his introduction, 
“It brings to every boy the thrilling 
romance of man’s conquest of the air, 
and with first hand descriptions of 
actual flights, carries him over the 
sky-lines of the world.” 

Christmas is a time when many 
parents look for a book of Bible 
stories. ‘‘The First Bible” illustrated 
by Helen Sewell (Oxford $2.50), is the 
perfect solution to this problem. The 
best of the old and new Testament 
stories are told in their own beautiful 
language, and the lovely pictures and 
binding make this a book to be 
treasured long past childhood. 


For Little Children 


For little children comes the good 
news that all their beloved ‘‘Babar”’ 
books may now be bought in full color 
for $1.00; though they will be sad to 
hear that M. de Brunhoff, who created 
this lovable elephant for them, has 
recently died after a long illness. 

Christmas Day must not be allowed 
to pass without a mention of a new 
Christmas Story, ‘‘A Star for Hansi’’ 
by Marguerite Vance (Harper, $1.00). 
It has had high praise as one of the 
‘most beautiful bopks recently published 
in America. The charming story is 
fot the eight-to-ten-year-olds; it has 
fins faint note of sadness which they 
ike. 

There are many more good books, 
priced from fifteen cents up, which will 
be sure of a welcome. To help you 
in your problems the Calgary Public 
Library extends to you a cordial in- 
vitation to visit the annual Exhibit 
of Children’s Books held in the Libr- 
ary, December Ist to 24th. 


BUSINESS WITH PLEASURE 


Charges of fraud have been brought 
against the American millionaire Rich- 
ard Cadwalader, Jr., and his wife, 
who incorporated their yacht, said 
to be the most luxurious private vessel 
in the world, and deducted the cost 
of its upkeep from their income tax 
payments. 
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A Play by Juniors 


Clairmont Juniors’ 
up nicely, reports Helen —Oatway, 
secretary, and they expect to _ put 
it en in Clairmont Hall about Dec- 
ember 10th. They. cleared $19.60 
from a dance recently. 
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PROVINCIAL 


E. J. Atter, of California, has been 
appointed technical assistant to. the 
Alberta social credit commission. 


Mayors of Alberta cities have united 
in a demand for resumption of the 
system of the senior governments 
paying definite percentages of relief 
costs. 


A young Edmonton man, H. 
Damery, faces charges of murdering 
his three-months-old child who died an 
hour after he had slapped her head and 
face because she cried, police state. 


The United Farmers of Alberta can 
best assist in the establishment of a 
co-operative commonwealth by re- 
maining an occupational group in the 
field of Provincial politics, declared 
a resolution 
convention ofthe U.F.A. and U.F.W.A. 
Locals in Ponoka constituency. 


Replying to the demand of the 
Alberta Association of Municipal Dis- 
tricts, in convention in Edmonton 
recently, that the Government en- 
deavor to re-establish credit for opera- 
tions of the Hail Insurance Board, 
Hon. Solon Low told the delegates that 
at present additional taxation was the 
only means of financing the Board. 


Current News from Near and Far 


assed by the annual. 
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James Sebastian of Wembley won 
the Royal Winter Fair championship 
for wheat with a hard red spring wheat 
sample. 

The U.F.A. will present a brief to 
the. Rowell Commission. The pre- 
sentation will probably be made by 
President Gardiner. 

The People’s League will withdraw 
from the proposed Provincial council 
for a “united front’’ against the 
Aberhart Government, says the. presi- 
dent of the Edmonton branch, if 
means can be found for united action 
by Liberals, Conservatives and U.F.A. 

A land deal some years ago is be- 
lieved to have started the feud which 
ended in the shooting of Mrs. D. 
Sagonuik, of Bonnyville, through the 
window of her farm home as she rocked 
her youngest child, by her brother, 
a i ykolyuhya, who later killed him- 
self. 
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DOMINION 
R. W. Mayhew, Liberal, won the 


Victoria by-election, King Gordon, 
C.C.F., running third. 
John Queen, Labor, was elected 


mayor of Winnipeg by a majority of 
nearly 10,000 votes. 


_ A Part of the 
History of the West 


United Grain Growers Limited is a part of 


the history of Western 


Canada. This farmers’ 


Company grew-up with the west and particularly 


with Alberta. 


When the Grain Growers Grain Company 
was established in 1906, wheat growing in Alberta 
was only getting under way. The Alberta Farm- 
ers’ Co-operative Elevator Company was estab- 
lished in 1913, when the need for elevators was 


“just beginning to be important. 


In 1917, when 


the farmer owners. amalgamated their two com- 
' panies to form United Grain Growers Limited, 
thousands of farmers were engaged in breaking 


virgin soil to cultivation. 


This Company pioneeted in the Peace River 


district. 
Vancouver route. 


It pioneered in the development of the 
It pioneered in setting a stan- 


dard of service for handling farmers’ business. 


Throughout the development of Alberta's 
agriculture farmers have found their interests 
protected through the existence of this. farmers’ 


Company. 


DELIVER YOUR GRAIN 


to 


Trial of Isaac W. C. Solloway, 
millionaire broker, on charges con- 
nected with the winding up of the firm 
of Solloway Mills in 1930, has been 
recommenced in Toronto. 

“You will never build a co-opera- 
tive that is solid while you owe the 
banks,’”’ declared E. R. Bowen, of the 
Co-operative League of the U.S.A., 
to the U.F.O. Convention in Toronto. 

The world’s wheat championship, at 
the International Show in Chicago, was 
won by .Gordon Gibson of Ladner, 
B.C. An Albertan, John Hamilton 
of Coaldale, took first with large field 
peas. <i 

Warning an Ottawa audience against 
Fascism and Communism, Hon. Nor- 
man Rogers offered no explanation of 
the failure of the King Government, 
of which he is member, to disallow the 
infamous “padlock law” in Quebec. 

Canadian exports to Japan during 
the third quarter of this year were 
nearly $7,000,000, an _ increase} of 
nearly $2,000,000 over the same period 
in 1936, metals showing a large in- 
crease and agricultural products a 
drop. Japan’s demand for material 
for armaments accounted for most of 
the increase. Exports to China, 
totalling just over one million dollars, 
showed a small increase. 

Advantage to Western Canada from 
inflation during the depression would 
have more than offset disadvantage 
to the East, declared Prof. A. R. 
Upgren, of the University of Minne- 
sota, to the Rowell Commission, 
which opened its hearings in Winni- 
peg Monday. The first brief, presented 
by the Manitoba Government, criti- 
cised the Federal Government for not 
taking stronger action to prevent the 
drastic drop in wheat prices in 1930. 
It also advocated reduction of Pro- 
vincial responsibilities. | 
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Henry Ford is reported to be fur- 
thering the spread of Fascist literature 
in the U.S. 

Kighty-six Chinese children were 
among the victims of Japanese bomb- 
ing of a Roman Catholic orphanage 
at Kashing. 

New Japanese forces and munitions 
are being landed at Shanghai to aid 
in the drive against Nanking, advanc- 
ing despite brave resistance of Chinese 
defenders. 


Fifty women and children were — 


killed in Fascist bombing of a village 
near Madrid, 11 being infants. Bomb- 
ing of towns and villages in the 
Madrid vicinity has cost at least 100 
lives in a few days, and the wounded 
number several hundreds. 


—— —— - 


Japanese have taken almost com- 
plete control of Shanghai including 
radio and other communications, and 
customs. Their blockade of the coast 
is keeping out food supplies, and some 
2,000,000 Chinese refugees in the city 
are in desperate plight. 


London conversations of Premier 
Chautemps of France and his Foreign 
ecretary are reported to have con- 
firmed the Anglo-French alliance, giv- 
ing France freedom to continue her 
Russian agreement and assurances 


that Britain will not abandon Austria 
_to Nazi aggression. 


These followed 
receipt of Lord Halifax’s report on 
his recent conversations with Hitler 
in Germany. ! 


dw 


' That Britain would. leave Austria 
to the mercies of Nazi Germany, 
would recognize Italian rule in Ethio- 
pia, would agree to removing sanc- 
tions, penalties and war guilt. agree- 
ments from the League of Nations 
and would promise to assist Germany 
recover her colonies were reliably 
reported to be among the requests 
made by Hitler to Lord Halifax in 
the latter’s recent visit to Berlin, 
states a London despatch, 


- 
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Features Held Over 


The regular installment of ‘Casta- 
ways of Plenty,’ together with other 
regular features such as legal depart- 
ment, correspondence, and veterinary 
department, are held over until our 
next issue to provide for the special 
Christmas articles and features appear- 
ing in this. 

— o-—-—_—_- —_ -—_—_-_ —_—- 

Italy has recognised the Japanese 
government of Manchukuo. 

The cost of invading China has 
more than doubled Japan’s national 
expenditures this year. 

British naval authorities are investi- 
gating firing on a British naval plane 
by an_ unidentified warship, near 
Hong Kong. ~ 

The U.S.S.R. are building powerful 
naval bases in the Baltic and on the 
Amur, in the Far East, it is reported 
from London. 

Military contracts now in hand will 
keep British aircraft makers busy for 
the next four years, and shipyards 
for six years. 

Captain Geo. Eyston, English speed 
driver, has made a new world record 
by driving his big car two miles at 
the rate of 311.42 miles per hour. 

PROTEST TO JAPANESE 

SHANGHAI, Dec. 1st.—Protests 
have been made to Japanese: authori- 
ties by U.S. and Italian consuls over 
seizure of small vessels and replacing 
American and Italian. flags with the 
Japanese emblem; and several Portu- 
guese tugs are reported to have been 
similarly treated. 
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Ask your local Canadian Pacific Ticket Agent for 
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NO PART IS BEING 
TAKEN BY U.F.A.IN 
FUSION MOVEMENT 


That the organization has not taken 
and is not taking part in the fusion 
movement is set forth by the U.F.A, 
Executive in a statement issued follow- 
ing a regular business meeting held 
late in November. The statement 
reaffirms the position of the United 
Farmers of Alberta as set forth some 
weeks ago. : 

The statement in full is as follows: 

“The executive of the United Farm- 
ers of Alberta have had under con- 


' sideration recent developments in the 


political affairs of the Province. Not- 
withstanding a statement issued by 
the executive some weeks ago, defining 
the powers of the branches of the 
organization in respect to _ political 
action, reports of recent constituency 
conventions, mass meetings and con- 
ferences have linked the name of the 
U.F.A. with other political parties in 
an effort to form a fusion movement 
for the purpose of defeating the 
Aberhart administration. 

“As a democratic organization, the 
U.F.A. has never restricted its mem- 
bers in the expression of their personal 
views on political questions. In recent 
weeks, however, despite the careful 
statements of a number of prominent 
members of the U.F.A. that they 
were not officially representing the 
Association, their appearance on public 
platforms with representatives of other 
political parties has been interpreted 
by many persons attending such 
meetings and reading press reports 
of the same as being the attitude 
of the U.F.A. While recognizing the 
right of such individuals to make 
public statement of their views in 
respect to the anti-government fusion 
movement, the U.F.A. executive re- 
affirms: the position that the organi- 
zation has not taken, and is not taking, 
any part in that movement. 

“Many have held the view that 
an emergency condition exists. We 
are of the opinion, however, that an 
election is not immediately in sight, 
that it is extremely unlikely that an 
election will be held before the annual 
convention of the association takes 
place at Edmonton in January. At 
that time, the convention will deter- 
mine the future political course of the 
organization. Meanwhile, it is advis- 
able to keep free from entanglement.” 
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POSITION OF U.F.A. MADE CLEAR 
(Continued from page 1) 
sider carefully what: might or might 
not be gained by fusing with these 
elements which were just as critical 
of the U.F.A. as they are of the present 
Government. The important consid- 
eration is, however, that they have 
nothing constructive to offer.’ 

The Liberal Government at Ottawa 
‘Mr. Gardiner declared, had caused 
the farmers to suffer far heavier finan- 
cial losses than could be attributed 
to the Provincial Government. Mr 


Duggan had estimated, in his address 


at Medicine Hat, that the present 
Alberta Government had _ added 
$5,000,000 to the taxes paid by the 
people. Since the farmers, with 
prices of their products at present 
levels, produced from 70 to 80 per 
cent of the wealth of the Province, 
70 to 80 per cent of any such increase 
must be borne by them. 


Sabotaging Wheat Board Far More 
Serious 

‘‘Nevertheless,’’ Mr. Gardiner 

stated, ‘‘it must be remembered 


that the action of the Federal - 


Liberal Government in sabotaging 
the effectiveness of the Wheat 
Board has cost the farmers of this 
Province vastly more than the 
aggregate of any and all increases 
in Provincial taxation. Many of 
our Liberal friends are keen for 
combined action to defeat Mr. 
Aberhart while remaining loyal sup- 
porters of the Government at Ot- 
tawa which is responsible for this 
disastrous policy.’’ 


Going on to discuss the need for 
‘constructive policies to remedy evil 
economic conditions, Mr. Gardiner 
said the ‘Fifty Big Shots” of Canada 
had been blamed for the creation of 
the hardships from which the people, 
including the large number of unem- 
ployed and others who are on relief 
are suffering. ‘‘The fact is,’’ he said, 
“that both the Big Shots at one end 
of the social scale 4nd the masses of 
our people on relief at the other are 
products of the present system. It is 
useless to charge either with respon- 
sibility for our difficulties. 
place’ the blame where it belongs, 
namely, on the competitive profit 
system. 

Why Big Shots Are Big Shots 


“The Big Shots are Big Shots 
beeause through profit they have been 
enabled to secure the ownership of 
great wealth without giving full value 
in wealth or services in exchange. 
It is impossible to have a great con- 
centration of ownership and control 
of wealth on the one hand, without 
-creating extreme poverty on the other. 
If we wish permanently to improve 
the economic and social condition 
of the people, WE MUST CHANGE 
THE SYSTEM. Unless we are 
ready to do so, and thus to ensure 
that. no one shares in the wealth 
produced in our country without giving 
full value in return for services ren- 
dered, grumbling about hardships will 
be of no avail. 

“Our hope lies in the development 
of: what is described as the Co-opera- 
tive Commonwealth, in which produc- 
tion and distribution will be carried 
on co-operatively, with exploitation 
eliminated. 

“As to Monetary Reform, of which 
so much has been said, I suggest 
that the only such reform that is 
worth while is the nationalization of 
the banking and currency system 
and the provision of banking services 
to the people of Canada at cost. 
Because banking is today carried on 
for profit, the services which banking 


‘institutions can render the people is 


severely curtailed. Take profit out 
of banking and finance, make all 
financial institutions public services 
like the post office, and you will have 
the only monetary! reform that is 
worth working for.’”’ 


Prior to. his addressing the Macleod , 


convention, Mr. Gardiner spoke at 
the following points in his recent 
tour: Vulcan (Provincial Convention); 
Woolford, Magrath, Foremost, Leth- 
bridge (Federal Constituency Conven- 
tion); later in‘ November he addressed 
meetings at Carstairs and Conrich, 
Airdrie and Dalemead. 
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NS of thousands of Canadian farms and 
homes benefit from first mortgage loans 
made possible by the accumulated savings of 
Life Insurance policyholders. 


For every borrower, there are six thrifty 
people who supply the necessary funds. 


This fact affords a striking illustration of 
the ‘‘double duty’’ performed by Life Insurance 
dollars. Not only do they ensure financial 
security for the men, women and children of 
Canada, but they also help to build and finance 
their farms and homes. 


Life Insurance companies exercise the 
greatest care in the selection of properties 
upon which mortgage loans are made. To 
safeguard the savings of policyholders, security 
of principal and interest is and must always be 
the first consideration. 
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BIRKS” 
1937 CATALOGUE 


IS NOW READY FOR 
DELIVERY AND WILL 
BE SENT ON REQUEST 


We pay full government premium 
on Old Gold. Send yours in for an 
estimate. 


Henry Birks & Sons 


Limited 


JEWELLERS CALGARY 


REPAIRING 
RESTYLING 


FURRIER SINCE 1918 ,° 


A. ANDRESEN 
Quality Furs 


COLD_STORAGE 
CLEANING 


Also 
BUFFALO COATS 
NEW COATS MADE TO MEASURE 
Phone 28321 


10181 100A STREET 
Opp. Eaton’s East Entrance 


EDMONTON ALBERTA 


Loyal Workers in Farm 
Movement 
W. J. Ada, Mrs. Ada and their 
family, who have moved to Sylvan 
Lake, will be greatly missed in Kirk- 
wall community, near Excel, where 
they have lived since 1910, writes 
E. . Davies. Mr. Ada was an 
original shareholder in the old Alberta 
Farmers’ Co-operative Elevator Com- 
pany, a member of the U.F.A. since 
1912, and a member of the Wheat 
Pool since its inception. 


Class.. Also specially reduced 
and Victoria on sale to Februar 
30th, from certain pcints. 


On sale daily to January 5th, 1938. 
Return Limit: Three Months. 
From stations in Alberta (Calgary, 
Edmonton, Brazeau and East.) 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and On- 
tario (Port Arthur, Armstrong and 
West), to points in Ontario, Que- 


bec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia 
and Prince Edward Island. 


Winter Excursions 
Reduced Round Trip Fares 


PACIFIC COAST 
CALIFORNIA POINTS 


on sale daily to May 1/4th, 1938. 


y 28th, with return limit of April 


Our agents will be glad to quote fares, make your reservations and all 
arrangements for your holiday or business trip. 


Full information from Local Agent. 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 


Warwick Farm, 
Edgerton, Alberta. 
Dear Farm Women: rn 


Again I am writing-my Christmas 
letter to you. I might say that in 
connection therewith are two things 
for which I am exceedingly thankful. 

Firstly, I am thankful that one 
extends and expects the same old 
Christmas greetings year after year. 
If I were expected to wish some entirely 
new wish, I might be trying to attempt 


~ to do that for a period of some eleven 


or twelve years, when I have had the 
opportunity of extending greetings 
to those oftyou who read this page. 


An Incident Recalled 


Secondly, I am again reminded of 
an incident which took place several 
years ago and of which I may have 
already told you. On several occasions 
since it has it has saved me worrying. 
I had given an address, or more cor- 
rectly had read a paper, at one of our 
U.F.W.A. conventions. A year or two 
later I was reading a copy of it to Mrs. 
Parlby and by that time some of it 
sounded rather inane. I was aghast 
and said, ‘‘What on earth will people 
think when they remember that?” 
Mrs. Parlby very promptly replied, 
“Don’t worry; they will have forgotten 
itlongago.”’ Soif Idorepeat the same 


asides, the same trimmings to the 


First Class; Tourist and Coach 
First-Class fares to Vancouver 
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From stations in Alberta, Saskat- 
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Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Mis- 
} souri, Nebraska, South Dakota 


and Wisconsin. 
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essential wish, I shall not worry be- 
cause I shall realize you will have 
forgotten just what I have said in 
other years. 

I shall then proceed to my sincere 
wish to all my readers—‘A Merr 
Christmas and a Happy New Year’; 
the same one we have given and re- 
ceived through the years. I hope 
you will be able to carry on with some 
of the traditions of the past that have 
made Christmas time a season of 
merriment and enjoyment. It is so 
much a time of tradition that it seems 
essential we carry on some of the 
customs, that link the happiness of the 
holiday seasons year after year. In 
addition we must incorporate into our 
festivities new ones that will be handed 
on. So many of us have built up homes 
in a new country with traditions 
possible in it and suited to it. 


Changes the Year Has Brought 


I‘or many, there are probably more 
changes than usual this year. It 
may simply be because of the passing 
years; it may be because of changes 
in the family circle or it may be for 
economic reasons that Christmas will 
not be quite the same. There is 
nothing for it but to face the facts 
and out of what remains’ build as 
best we may. 

There may be moments when it 
seems as though we have little with 
which to build a joyous holiday season 
for ourselves and for our communities. 
However, on looking far afield to 
war-torn countries where death and 
destruction hold sway, we realize our 
handicaps are trifling. Our sym- 
pathies go out to all such people, and 
we hope that before another Christ- 
mas a more lasting spirit of peace and 


goodwill will be found in every country. ° 


We realize that at home every in- 
dividual and every community will be 
helped on the way by a spirit of festive 
goodwill. May we all be able to add 
to it and all receive of it. : 

Yours sincerely, 


H. ZELLA SPENCER. 
ee o-------r- -——- 


Farm Women’s Conference 
Is Held in Calgary 


An account on her trip to the Orient 
last summer, by Miss Evelyn Carson 
of Calgary, readings by Miss Carrie 
De Long of Calgary, and a rug- 
hooking demonstration by Mrs. Dun- 
can of Okotoks, were interesting feat- 
ures of a U.F.W.A. Conference held 
recently at the home of Mrs. Mac- 
Kinnon, Calgary. Mrs. Norman F, 
Priestley welcomed the out-of-town 
visitors, and Mrs. Gibbard, president 
of Oketoks U.F.W.A., and Mrs. 
Hodgson of Conrich, responded. Mrs. 
Malloy and Mrs. Norman Smith 
also spoke briefly; and refreshments 
concluded a very pleasant afternoon. 


Burnt: Lake U.F.W.A. write that 
they are looking forward to an increase 
in membership for-1938. 

ee ' © [es steeeennnener phememehoeeeed 

Mrs. Violet, Mrs. Mannen and Mrs. 
A. Lyons were elected :to office for 
next year by Hazel Bluff U.F.W.A. at 
a successful meeting held-at the home 
of Mrs. Wm. Lyons. The members 
are very enthusiastic, writes Mrs. 
Lyons, and find the bulletins interest- 
ing and inspiring. 

Arbor U.F.W.A. reports a. good 
meeting though with a small attend- 
ance. 
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Holiday Fare 


It’s none too early to be making 
plans and preparations for the Christ- 
mas dinner, and for the other, lesser 
meals of the holiday season. A great 
deal of the fun of Christmas is in the 

reparing for it, and half of that is 
ost if there is too much of a rush at 
the last. If you have visitors coming 
for the holidays, of course you will be 
doing some of the extra house cleaning 
as well as cooking, in advance. 

But even if there are no visitors 
coming; or even if perhaps you feel 
that you have few-of the materials for 
a festivity, and are tempted to give 
way to discouragement; the effort to 
make the utmost of what you have, and 
to make Christmas a happy time for 
your family will prove to be a source 
of happiness in spite of, and even to 
some extent because of, the handicaps 
you have worked against. 

Children are really very easy to 
please. This is especially true in the 
country, where they are not tantalized 
by the display of all sorts of luxuries 
that only a few can have. Such things 
as having the windows and curtains 
freshly cleaned, the best’ tablecloth 
and dishes out, the knives and forks 
rr all the family dressed in their 

est, with shined shoes and new hair- 
cuts, something better than ordinary 
in the way of food, even one gift each, 
however small, games and singing, 
riddles and_ story-telling, in which 
all the family join—these things will 
make Christmas Day shine out in the 
child’s memory as a red letter day. 

Whatever the scale of your prepara- 
tions, you will be interested in some 
of these holiday recipes. 

Roasting the 
Turkey: Several 
don’ts cover the 
most important 
points: don’t sear 
the bird as_ in 
meat; don’t cover 
it; don’t use any 
water in the pan: 
and don’t let your 
oven get too hot. 
Long cooking at 
low to moderate temperature gives 
the best results—300 to 400 degrees 
F. A turkey weighing 10 lbs. requires 
about 3-1/2 hours’ roasting; a 16-lb. 
bird about 4-1/2 hours. Brush the 
skin with softened fat every half hour; 


a clean white cloth, dipped in fat, may , 


be laid over the breast and the basting 
poured over and through that. 


Dressing: Soak half a loaf of very 
stale bread in cold water until soft, 
then squeeze as dry as possible; add 
1/2 cup melted butter or dripping, 
1/2 teaspoon each salt and pepper, 1 
small onion finely minced, 2 teaspoons 
summer savory, 1/2 teaspoon sweet 
marjoram, and 1/2 cup ground whole 
wheat porridge meal. The meal 
absorbs a sufficient’ amount of the 


right consistency. 


a 


moisture to keep the dressing of gO 


Muffins for Breakfast: Make the 
day more festive. Sift together 2 cups 
flour, 4 teaspoons baking powder, 1/2 
teaspoon salt, 2 tablespoons sugar; 
add 1 egg, 1 cup milk, 3 tablespoons 
melted shortening; bake in a very 
hot oven. 


Learn Hairdressing 


Many Ladies being accepted train as Hairdressers, Pormanrnt 
Guaranteed System BIG PAY, Steady Positions 

Booklet FREE. Write nearest branch Marvel Beauty 
Academies, Caigary, toon, Regina, Va 

YY couver, Ft William, or Headquariera 305 Vonald Si, Winnipeg 


Wavers. 
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«= CHRISTMAS GIFTS YOU CAN MAKE 


PATTERN 5983 


VY 
Yh 


Knitted in soft-colored yarn or string, 
this blouse would be welcomed by almost 
every girl or woman. Notice the lacey 
pointed yoke, and thé snug-fitting ribbing 
over the hips. Pattern 5655 gives full 
instructions for knitting blouse and skirt, 


This gay applique swan will undoubtedly be 
considered the prize guest towel; or he does 
equally well on scarfs 6r pillow cases. You could 
also work the. design entirely in embroidery. 
Pattern 5983 includes two motifs 6 x 15 inches, 
two 4-1/2 x 15 inches and the pattern for the 


in sizes 16-18 and 38-40. Price of pattern, applique patches; material requirements 
color suggestions. Price of pattern, 20 cents. 


20 cents. 


HOLIDAY FARE 


(Continued from page 10) 

Bavarian Cream: For any ‘‘com- 
pany meal.’ Soak 1 tablespoon gela- 
tine in 1/4 cup cold water. Beat 2 
egg yolks with 1/3 cup sugar and a 
pinch of salt, add 1 cup hot milk and cook 
in double boiler until thick, stirring 
constantly. Add the soaked gelatine. 
Cool. When partly set fold in stiffly 
beaten whites of 2 eggs, 1 cup cream, 
whipped, and 1 teaspoon vanilla. 
Serve cold. 

Honey Pulled Taffy: Boil 1 cup 
each brown sugar and honey with 1/3 
cup water until it goes quite hard when 
dropped into cold water; add 2 table- 
spoons butter, a few grains salt, and 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla. Pour on a 
buttered platter, and as soon as it can 
be handled pull until light in color, 
and cut in pieces. 

Quick Cream Candies: Blend 1-1/4 


cups. sifted icing sugar with 1/4- 


cup heavy cream and 1/2 teaspoon 

flavoring. Peppermint is nice; or 
~ vanilla can be used, and the candy 
formed. into small balls and rolled in 
chopped nuts, cocoanut or grated 
chocolate. 

Prune Cake: If you have to be very 
economical, you can still have a very 
nice cake by using this recipe. Cream 
1/2 cup shortening with 1 cup sugar, 
and add 3 eggs. Beat well. Sift 
2-1/4 cups flour with 1 teaspoon each 
soda and baking powder, 1/2 teaspoon 
salt, and 1 teaspoon each cinnamon, 
nutmeg, allspice, and add alternately 
with 1 cup sour milk; lastly, add 1 cup 
stewed prunes, stoned and chopped. 

Rose White Fruit Cake: 1 cup 
butter, 1 cup sugar, 3 eggs, 3-1/2 cups 
flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 1/2 
teaspoon salt, 1 lb. raisins, 1 teaspoon 
almond extract, 1 cup chopped nuts 
and candied cherries mixed, 1/2 cup 
warm milk. Cream butter thoroughly, 
add sugar, then eggs beaten very light; 
add part of the flour, beat well, then 
the remainder of the flour mixed with 
the fruit and nuts; lastly add the warm 
milk (not hot). Line a round tin with 
buttered paper; bake in a moderate 
oven 1-1/2 to 2 hours. 

Salmon Souffle: If you want 
Christmas Eve supper to be “‘special’’ 
here is the very dish. Make 1-1/2 
cups of thick white sauce, using the 
liquid from a large can of salmon and 
milk for the rest; add the yolks of two 
eggs, the salmon, well flaked, salt and 
pepper; fold the stiffly beaten egg 


ALBERTA YOUTH 
MAKES HISTORY 


Health insurance, the boycotting 
of aggressor nations and the strengthen- 
ing of collective security through the 
League of Nations; a plebiscite to 
decide Canada’s participation in event 
of war; long term government loans 
to assist young farmers; establish- 
ment of a wheat board, and a youth 
centre plan for Alberta were among the. 
recommendations brought forward by 
the Alberta Youth Congress meeting 
in Calgary on November 20th and 21st. 

One hundred and thirty-four dele- 
gates representing twenty-four organ- 
izations came from Calgary, Edmon- 
ton, Lethbridge, and many country 
points from the extreme north to the 
extreme south of the Province. It was 
generally recognized that never before 
had such a large group of young people 
shown such a fine spirit of co-opera- 
tion in making mutual concessions 
and arriving at definite conclusions. 
The prevailing harmony and enthusi- 
asm on the part of all groups represent- 
ed was a clear indication that Alberta 
youth is on the march and will go a 
ong way towards finding a solution 
of many of the problems which vex 
us in our complex world. 


CONFIDENTIAL TO MEN 
Your wife, mother, sweetheart, sister 
or daughter would like nothing better 


1 


for a’ Christmas present than a nice 
air of silk hose. You can get a pair 
ree—Canadian made, in a pretty soft 
biege shade, any size, free, with a One 
Dollar subscription to The .Western 
Farm Leader. 
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whites into the mixture, and pour 
into a buttered baking dish, Bake in 


a slow oven about 45 minutes, and 
serve very hot, 
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PATTERN 5993 


You can make these charming *Dutch$Twins 
for a very little money. Pattern 5993 ¥gives 
the simple pattern (dolls are.made of just two 
pieces, with another added’ to round the head) 
and directions for making the quaint clothes; also 
tells you how to do pease wool hair and embroid- 
ered faces—the shoes ‘are extra. The dollsSare 
about 11 inches high. Price of pattern, 20/cents. 


GINGER ALE 


A PERFECT COMPANION FOR 


THE HOLIDAY REFRESHMENTS. 
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By AMELIA TURNER SMITH 


F course Bettina had really been 
O quite naughty to go across the 
creek into the forest alone. 
Eliza felt that this point should not be 
overlooked; and Beth, the_ eldest, 
agreed that Bettina ought REALLY 
not to have gone; but still, as the whole 
affair had ended well, and as Beth 
had a very comfortable way of for- 
getting about the younger girls’ mis- 
takes, nothing more was said about 
that side of the matter. 

Bettina was only seven; she was the 
youngest of the five sisters who lived 
all alone in a little white Cottage (with 
a red roof) on the edge of the forest. 

Couriously enough they were all 
named Elizabeth. Their mother had 
been so extremely fond of the name 
’ that she couldn’t bear to give any one 
of her five little girls any other name. 
The eldest, who was twelve, was 
always called Beth; and the second 
Eliza. She was eleven, and shared 
with Beth the responsibility of looking 
after the three little ones. Bessie 
came next; she was nine; and Lizzie 
was eight. 

Each of ‘“‘the five Elizabeths,”’ as 
they called jthemselves, had a favorite 
color. Beth’s was green, and she wore 
dark green for working and _ light 
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green for best. Eliza’s best dresses 
were yellow, and her morning frock 
and her coat brown. Bessie, who had 
flaxen hair, preferred white; Lizzie, also 
fair, loved blue; and Bettina, the 
youngest, a plump browned-eyed little 
maid, always wore red. 

Each of them, too, had a coverlet 
of her own special color; and very 
pretty the five little beds looked in 
a row in the sloping-roofed room in the 
upstairs of the little house. Down- 
stairs, half the house was a living-room, 
where the girls sat and sewed in the 
afternoons and played games and sang 
in the evenings, and where Beth 


taught the three youngest ones their 1 


lessons in the mornings. The other 
half was their kitchen. 
* * * 

They planned their work in a very 
orderly way, each one helping, though 
Bettina was too young to do very 
much. In the mornings, Beth helped 
her make her bed and brush her hair, 
while Eliza hurried down to make 
the fire and get the breakfast. Beth 
milked the cow, good old Beauty, who 
kept them in plenty of milk to drink; 
and Bettina fed the chickens. . Lizzie 
and Bessie swept and dusted the living 
room. After breakfast they took 


‘Are You Having a 


CHRISTMAS 
TREE 


turns washing the dishes and the others 
baked. They were all very fond of 
cooking and every day they made 
either a cake or cookies for tea. 

About ten o’clock came _ lessons, 
except on Mondays, when they had a 
holiday to do the washing. They all 
loved washdays; sousing the clothes 
in the soapsuds, and hanging their 
snowy white sheets and tablecloths, 
and their gay little green, yellow, white, 
blue and red dresses on the line, was 
such fun! 

Eliza cooked the dinner, usually 
eggs from their hens and vegetables 
from the garden; and then they put 
on their afternoon frocks and brushed 
their hair, and sat down to their sew- 


was the most delightful. It was so 
exciting to open a parcel and find the 
pretty pieces of print or silk, and to 
cut them up; and such a pleasure to 
sew up the pieces; and the finish of 
each garment, for one of themselves 
or one of their dolls, was felt by all 
five Elizabeths to he a real triumph. 


They were very happy and all went 
well as long as their money lasted. 
But Beth and Eliza were beginning to 
worry about money. When their 
parents died, they had sold their farm 
and bought the little cottage, putting 
the money that was left in the old green 
pitcher that stood on the top shelf in 
the pantry. There had been quite a 
lot of it, enough to buy plenty of cloth 
to make into their dresses and coats, 
and to buy shoes and stockings, and 


‘sugar, spice and soap and such things. 


Beth felt that they had been very 
careful of it, though Eliza had shaken 
her head over the silk bought to make 
them all dresses of their special colors, 
last Christmas. But the dresses really 
had been sweet! and such fun to make 
and to wear. 

. But now there was very little money 
left indeed; every time she had to go 
to the green pitcher, Beth could feel 
her fingers touch the bottom, in among 
the few coins that were left. Christ- 
mas was coming, too, and Lizzie 
and Bessie and Bettina were all ex- 
pecting Santa Claus to come; the elder 
girls knew that the good old man 
could not always get to such out of the 
way places when people were very 
poor, and were quite unhappy about 


‘Perhaps I could go away somewhere 
and work as a cook,” suggested Eliza. 

“Oh, no, no!’’ cried Beth, tears in 
her eyes at the thought, ‘‘We must all 
be together! I could never sleep with 
your little yellow bed empty! And 
esides, who.would help me lock up, 
at nights?’ 

we can’t starve,” replied 
“But I don’t know anyone 
who wants a cook; we only know old 
Mr. Peters, and the Jonesy twins, and 
the Jenkinses; but they’re so poor, too.”’ 

“We must stop spending,’’declared 
Beth. ‘‘That’s clear. We’ll mend our 
old stockings this year, and we’ll do 
without sugar on our porridge in the 
morning; and we’ll have bread and 
milk for tea, and stop making cakes.”’ 


The three others came into the house 
while’ she was speaking ‘and could 
hardly believe their ears. 

_ “No cakes!”’ cried fat little Bettina 
in dismay. 

“But we must make a Christmas 
cake,” pleaded Lizzie. 


ng. 
Of all the things they did, sewing... 


“Yes, it’s almost time to make our 
Christmas cake,’’ said Bessie, looking 
at .Beth pety wistfully. 

Poor Beth! It was Moet hard for 
her to say No to the little girls, all 
looking at her in such a puzzled way. 


‘‘Well dears, perliaps ‘a tiny little 
Christmas cake,” she said. ‘But we 
have very little money left. We must 


just buy a very, very few raisins and 
currants for the cake.’’ 


Eliza shook her head. She was made . 


of sterner stuff; but after all Beth 

was the eldest, so she said nothing. 
Feeling more cheerful, the little 

girls got out their sewing. They had 


-no new stuff to sew, but were making 
all the scraps they could find into 


clothes for their dolls, while Beth and 
Eliza darned holes in the tablecloths. 

“I’m glad Christmas is coming! My 
poor old Susanna Bella is quite a 
wreck,’’ declared Bessie. 

“And my dolly has a crack right 
across her face. I really need a new 
one,” said Lizzie, earnestly. 

“So do I,’’ put in Bettina. ‘‘How 
many days now, Beth, to Christmas? 
How many days to wait?’’ 

Beth and Eliza glanced sadly at each 
other. “ 

But Beth felt so worried she didn’t 
enjoy sitting still. She jumped up, 
saying: 

“Tt’s a lovely day and there may be 
a bad storm soon. I’m going to go out 
into the forest for a while, to pick up 
sticks.” 

The others decided to go on with 
their sewing; but after a. few minutes 
Bettina said, “I’m going with Beth!’ 
_ “Well, hurry and catch up to her; 
she went towards the big willow tree,’’ 
said Eliza. 

* * * 

Bettina rushed out of the house. 
When she came to the big willow 
she noticed a large white rabbit 
sitting still on the bank of the tiny 
creek which ran from out of the forest. 
She walked quietly towards it and it 
didn’t blink an eye until she was 
almost near enough to touch it; then 
it bounded off and sat down again, 
further up the stream; again Bettina 
came close to it; and again, just as 
she caught up to it, the rabbit leaped 
a little further into the woods, this 
time across the stream; as it was very 
narrow, Bettina. was able to jump 
across it and she followed, so interested 
in the rabbit that she quite forgot that 
Beth and Eliza had said never to go 
farther than the little creek. 
> When at last she did remember, she 
saw by the sun that it was getting late; 
she was tired and when she stopped to 
rest she soon became cold; and _ it 
seemed she could never catch up to the 
big bunny. And then the rabbit hop- 
ped off again and this time Bettina 
couldn’t see him any more. She felt 
so disappointed that had she been 
only six, or five, instead of seven, she 
must surely have cried. But she 
brushed away the few tears that 
squeezed themselves out and started 
to go back. Then she found that she 
didn’t know how to go back; but she 
walked along quite quickly, and just 
as the sun sank, she saw a tiny house 
she’d never seen before; much smaller 
even than the Elizabeths’ cottage. 
Smoke came out of the chimney and 
it looked very cosy. 


at the door; then, 
as she stood wait- 
ing, she heard some- 
one talking in a 
scolding voice; it 
went on and on, 
and no one came. 
Bettina didn’t 
know what to do, 
she pushed open the 

er surprise to see 


last 


but at 
door, and what was 
that. there was only one person there, 


a tiny little old lady, completely sur- 
rounded by dolls, all without clothes. 
The old lady seemed to be scolding 
herself. 
~ “Oh, good afternoon, my dear,” 
she said. ‘‘Come in, come in! I’m 
so bothered! But havea cup of tea!” 
“‘T don’t think I should stay long,” 
said Bettina. But she was so interested 
to see the dolls that. she sat down. 
“What a lot of dolls!’’ 
‘Yes, that’s the trouble,” said Mrs. 


Bettina knocked : 


? 
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ALL EYES ON 
ARGENTINA 


The importance of the Argentina 
. wheat crop in influencing world wheat 
prices is centreing attention on that 
country. Had not severe frosts been 
experienced, Argentina would likely 
have harvested a crop around 225 
million to 230 million bushels. Argen- 
tina usually sells with the greatest 
abandonment, particularly in the early 
months of the year, and a crop of 
that size would:have been a bearish 
feature. However, it is known that 
widespread frosts of from 1 to 7 
degrees were experienced over large 
areas. Such frosts must have caused 
extensive damage which no subsequent 
fine weather could repair. Estimatorg 
now think Argentina will not harvest 
more than 190 million bushels and at 
least one has gone as low as 180 
million. It is also certain that the 
ak will not be a high grade one. 

hether or not Argentina will be 
as free a seller with such a small 
crop is questionable. During the 
forepart of this year the wheat surplus 
was sold so indiscriminately that the 
domestic supply ran so low that bread 
prices mountéed inordinately, and the 
government had to step in. Maybe 
this will provide a lesson for next 
year’s marketing. 

Australian reports continue to indi- 
cate a crop of around 165 million 
bushels, better than last year but 
below the average. Harvesting is 
under way there now. 

In North America the Canadian 
crop has been cut by 5 million bushels 
and is now fixed at around 182 million 
by the federal bureau of statistics. 

The United States still has substan- 
tial quantities of wheat available for 
export. ~ Prices of United States wheat 
are now on a favorable basis and 
volume of overseas sales may increase 
cl eg egw If large exports are 
not to develop that country may have 
a carryover of 200 million bushels 
on July ist. Stocks of wheat on 
October Ist were 235 million bushels 
larger than a year ago and 300 million 
bushels above average domestic utili- 
zation from October to June, inclusive. 

Unquestionably the slump in stocks 
and commodity prices has had a 
depressing effect on wheat prices. If 
there is to be recovery in stock prices 
this will strengthen the wheat markets. 


Mattie (for that was the little old 
lady’s name), ‘‘I have a contract to 
dress these dolls for Santa Claus; and 
he’s depending on‘ me to do it! See, 
here are the pieces!” and she lifted the 
lid off a box. 

Bettina gasped! 

ieces! Such lovely colors—red, pink, 
filac, yellow, green, blue, in every 
pretty shade you could think of! 

‘But I’m so tired of dressing dolls,’’ 
went on Mrs. Mattie. ‘“‘Now that my 
son has sent me a bag of money, I 
don’t have to. And do you think I can 
make myself?, No! scold myself 
every day for an hour by the clock 
but it has no effect on me at all! And 
Isend myself to bed right after supper, 
and that does no good either! I just 
can’t make myself sew! But Santa 
Claus will be coming for them in less 
than a month! What to do I don’t 
know! Perhaps if I scolded myself 
two hours a day-—” : 

‘Oh, I know, I know!”’ cried Bettina, 
dancing up and down in her excite- 
ment, ‘“‘We’ll dress them; the five 
Elizabeths love dressing dolls! 
love sewing! 
Beth could let us sew in the mornings 
instead of doing lessons!’’ And she 
told Mrs. Mattie all about her sisters. 
And Mrs. Mattie agreed heartily that 
Bettina had thougnt of a lovely plan. 

So they drank some tea quickly, 
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Maclean’s Family Drug Store 


Carry a complete line of Hot Water Bottles, 
Attachments, Syringes, Ice Caps and 
Rubber Goods—all A-1 Grade. 

MAIL US YOUR NEXT ORDER 


Phone M2116 
109-8th AVE. E. MACLEAN BLOCK 
CALGARY 


‘butchers $7.10 off trucks. 
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We could sew all day— | 
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Livestock Markets Review |[-— 


CALGARY STOCKYARDS, Nov. 
30th, 1937.—The hog market is firmer 
with selects $8.10, bacons $7.60 and 
Good lambs 
are quoted at $5.75. The cattle 
market has been moderately active 
with prices steady. Good butcher 
steers are $4.50, common to medium 
$2.50 to $4. Good to choice heifers 
are $3.75 to $4.50; common to medium 
$2 to $3.50; good cows $2.75 to $3. 
Good to choice fed calves are quoted 
at $5 to $6; good to choice veal calves 
$4 to $5. Gommon to medium stocker 
steers are $2.50 to $3.25. 


— 


EDMONTON STOCKYARDS, 
Nov. 30th, 1937. The cattle market 
shows a better tone and prices general- 
ly are strong. Good to choice steers 
are $5 to $6; common to medium 
$2.50 to $4.50. Good butcher heifers 
are $3.75 to $4.25; good butcher cows 
$2.75 to $3, canners and cutters $1.25 
to $1.75, bulls $1.50 to $2.50. The 
better grades of stocker and feeder 
steers sold at $3.50 to $4, other kinds 
from $3.25 down; stocker cows. and 
heifers $2 to $3. The calf market 
remains fairly steady with good to 
choice light from $5 to $6. A more 
settled tone is noticeable on the hog 
market with selects $8, bacons $7.50 
and butchers $7, off trucks. Lambs 
are from $6 down; yearlings $3.75 
down and ewes $3 down. 


Milk and Cream Prices” 


Calgary and Edmonton 

There has been no change whatso- 
ever in the local butter markets, and 
the Eastern and Western markets 
have shown very little life; prices have 
been remarkably steady, but with 
very little movement of butter. Tor- 
onto price is 30-1/4, Montreal 30 and 
Winnipeg 29, the local market re- 
maining at 30c. Butterfat is 26c for 
special grade, 24c for No. 1 and 2lc 
for No. 2. City milk is $2.35 per 
ewt. Calgary and $2.23 Edmonton for 
3.6 butterfat. Table cream is 32c 
at both cities. 


and ate some cookies and bread and 
honey, and then Mrs. Mattie harnessed 
her little black pony to a little red 
sleigh; and in the back of it, and under 
the seat, and on their laps they packed 
the dolls and the box of pieces, and off 
they went at a gallop! And just as 
the moon rose they arrived at the 
Elizabeths’ cottage. And Lizzie and 
Bessie went to the edge of the woods 
and called out to Beth and Eliza, who 
were hunting for Bettina, that she was 


found. 


* * * 


v 


Mrs. Mattie hurried home again 
and the girls sat around their fire long 
after bedtime talking over the strange 
happenings of the day. They were so 
sled to have Bettina at home again; 
and they looked forward so much to 
dressing the dolls, and Beth and Eliza 
were so relieved to have the green 
pitcher almost full of money again 
(for Santa Claus paid his workers 
well) that altogether they were too 
happy to think of sleeping. 

And on:-Christmas Eve, when Santa 
Claus came to get the dolls, he was so 
pleased with the beautiful work the 
five sisters had done that he picked 
out the five loveliest and brought back 
late that night—one dressed in green, 
one in yellow, one in white, one in 
blue and one in red. Can you guess 
which Elizabeth each one was for? 


(Copyright applied for. Reproduc- 
tion by arrangement with The Western 
Farm Leader.) 
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Safety > Bie 
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Economy | v 


Operates your washer 3 hours for only 5 cents. 
Pumps 250 gallons water for only 2 cents. 
Supplies 100 watts clean, safe Electric Light for 3 hours for only 2 cents. 


XMAS SPECIAL 


750 watt reconditioned Delco Light Plant with new large genuine Delco 
Light Batteries (5 year Bonded Guarantee). Price only__-_-.$269.00 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
DEPENDABLE LIGHT AND POWER 


BRUCE ROBINSON ELECTRIC, LTD. 


CALGARY EDMONTON 
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| ali | ft <3 
ed BL } 


a all 


Sincere Greetings nf 


to all our Members and Friends M4 
And May Every Success Be Yours in 1938 MY 


CENTRAL ALBERTA DAIRY POOL 
ALIX, ALBERTA 
SHIP YOUR 
Turkeys, Ducks, Geese and Chickens 


to the OLDEST FIRM IN THE MARKET, Where 
A SQUARE DEAL IS ASSURED . 


SAM SHEININ 


Established 1914. PUBLIC MARKET, CALGARY 
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Wishing You 


the 


‘ 


of the 
Season 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


CALGARY, ALBERTA 
SEA 1s 1s As As A HH HN HE i 


Advise MinisterAbundance Agriculture by the U.F.A. Executive, 


in support of the representations made 
of Hay Reported by Vice-President riestley in behalf 


of the Association some weeks ago, 
urging that feed regulations which 
force farmers to reduce their stock to a 
oint where they cannot operate or 
ose the right to relief fodder, and 
strongly urging that feed be allowed 
for more cows and horses. 


Ce a eee 


Reports received from many parts 
of north-central Alberta’, that there is 
an abundance of hay and straw for 
sale, are being passed on to Hon. J. 
G. Gardiner, Wominion Minister of 


« 
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CAEGARYS FRIENDLY STATION 


“Star Studded’’—that’s 


HOLLYWOOD SPOTLIGHT 


each 
Monday and Friday © 
6:15 p.m. 


HEAR—Martha Raye, Bob Burns, 
Larry Burke, Phil Harris 
and 


with his orchestra, 
Leah Ray! 


They’re all brought to you by 


‘“‘Nabob’”’ Products. 


gh =a 
\ 


weir O30 K.C f 
l6 HOURS DAILY, 


( 


RADIO OWNER 


Knows of our 


DEPENDABLE REPUTATION 


Every Job Guaranteed for Six 
Months. 


RADIOCRAFTS 


613 Eighth Ave. W. Calgary 


a 


7 


Speed Outfits of Quality 


re JD) $4.25 up — 
Good Used Outfits $1.50 and—up. 


PREMIER CYCLE WORKS *2".4YE: ‘ CALGARY 


By SYDNEY MAY 


Hello, Folks! 

This being our Christmas number 
we take this opportunity of are 
Oscar the Office Boy of CFAC, an 
the other two readers of this column, 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

~ * 

And don’t forget, folks, to tell 
Santa Claus what a lot of fine batgains 
he will be able to find through the 
columns of The Western Farm Leader. 

Boy 


That reminds Knotty Frankie that 
Santa Claus is the only guy who really 
appreciates a silk stocking—when it’s 
empty. 

* + 

And at this season of the year every- 
body, especially the politicians, ought 
to talk turkey. 


YEP, WE SAID SPIRIT 
We’re so full of the Christmas 
spirit this issue that’ we won’t even 
slam the C.B.C. until after the holiday. 


Oodles of holly and mistletoe 
to Cecil Kappey for his organ 
recitles over CFAC, That is music 
what am! ° 

* * 

Li’l Goldilocks, our office. vamp, has 
given up the idea of. going out carol 
singing on Christmas Eve as she can’t 
afford a new hat just now. 

“a + * 


LET’S GO FISHING 
‘An Ottawa columnist opines that 
girls angling for husbands should re- 
member that ‘‘the silent fisherman 
is most successful.”’ Yep, but are 


unspeakable girls likely to make good E 


wives? 


SKATING OUTFITS 


WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF SKATING OUTFITS 


$5.75 to $12.00 


anny tn snannannente at ee 


But Crusty Bill says, why worry 
over a little thing like that. She may 
be silent during the angling process, 
but she’ll say obo after she’s got 
her hooks into im. No Pa 


ISN’T IT THE TRUTH 
Most people who argue that 
they would like a good time just 
go ahead making a hard time for 
themselves. 
* + 
Even at Christmas 
lies are easily soiled. 


ALBERTA LIMERICKS 
Skiff 


time — white 


Dear Molly Paweovski of Skiff 
She vowed that she’s make a good 
‘‘wiff,’’ 
And it’s plain to be seen 
That she might have been 
But for that little word i | Mag 


“Drunk Prefers Toronto’’—head- 
line. Sure! That explains why he 
prefers Toronto. en 

PUSS, PUSS, PUSS! 

“WANTED—Experienced maid for 
general mouse-work’’—classified ad in 
the Schenectody, N.Y., Gazette. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME 
‘*Moore-Moss’’—wedding announce- 
ment in a Toronto paper. And we'll 
bet Wilf Bennett could think up a 
snappy one about a rolling stone. 


The man who doesn’t want much in 
this world generally gets a little less 
than that. 

* * 

If any of our farmer readers 
are wondering where to send that 
odd turkey we know a very kind- 
hearted colummist who will give 
it a good home. 


Cynical Gus says an alarm clock 
is more useful on the road to success 
than a wrist watch. : 

At this season of the year, post- 
cards the Bad Egg of Crow’s Nest, 
don’t forget that a LOT of trouble 
can come out of a LITTLE bottle. 


* + 
SERVE THEM RIGHT 
Guys who marry for money usually 


get all that. is coming to them. 
+ * 

Money may talk, as the fin- 
ancial racketeers say, but most 
of us can make neither head nor 
tail of what it says. 

oo + 


God rest you merry gentlemen! 


UNANSWERED FOR # 


TRUE YULETIDE 
HOSPITALITY 


INSIST ON ALBERTA BEER--It’s Best 


This Advertisement Is Not Inserted by the Alberta Liquor Control Board, 


or by the Government of the Province of Alberta. 


The Eastern Senior Rugby Cham- 
.pionship will be decided this week-end 
when Toronto Argos play the Sarnia 
Imperials.. The Toronto team defeated 
Ottawa last Saturday by a 10 to 1 
score, the total score for the series 
being 21 to 16. The winners of this 
contest play the beh reais. Blue Bomb- 
ers for the Canadian Championship. 

What chances have the Bombers 
to beat either the Imperials or the 
Argos? This writer thinks they can 
win with an even break, particularly 
‘if they play against the Toronto team. 
The Argos play what is known as 
“razzle-dazzle’ football, while the 
Imperials, with a powerful line and 
hefty backs, are mere addicted to the 
straight plunging, occasionally varied 
by a forward pass. Imperials have 
olant’ of weight in the line, while the 
Argos are much lighter. 

A lot hinges on whether Stevenson 
can play for Winnipeg. The Bombers 
claim that under the college regula- 
tions he should be permitted to play. 
If the east agrees to this the Winnipeg 
team will be virtually intact. 


With the plunging of Bob Fritz, 
the speed and elusiveness of Hanson, 
the kicking and all-around ability of 
Stevenson, and the ground gaining 
ability of Roseborough, the Bombers 
have everything that goes to make a 
top-notch team and should be able 
to win. : 

It is now manifest that the Toronto 
Maple Leafs are-in for one of their 
best years in the big hockey league 
in the east. So far they have shown 
goal-getting ability which no other 
team can’ match. Undoubtedly, at 
the present time, the Leafs are the 
pick of the league. 

The biggest surprise in the league 
is the poor showing of the Detroit 
Red Wings. It is obvious that’ the 
veterans are fading fast, and Jack 
Adams will have to do something 
about it if he wants to get the Wings 
anywhere near the _ top. Connie 


Smythe put new life into the Maple. 


Leafs by injecting plenty of youth 
in the line-up. 
do likewise. 


f 


What’s Doing 
at CFAC ? 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL STAR 
The “‘swing’”’ 
singer, Martha 
Raye, star of ra- 
dio and screen, 
is proving one of 
the most popular: 
artists on OFAC 's 
“Hollywood Spot- 
light”’ heard each 
_Monday and Fri- 
day evening at 
6:15 o’clock. Miss 
Raye rocketed to 
fame via the air- 
waves and screen 
by her novel fashion of “swinging’’ 
into her songs and her contributions 
in this style to ‘‘Hollywood Hotel’’ 
never fail to give ‘adel punch to the 
fast-moving musical comedy revue. 
Other artists heard regularly on this 
feature include Bob Burns, the slow 
brain of Arkansas; Larry Burke, 
NBC tenor; Phil Harris with his 


“orchestra and vocalist Leah Ray. 


The program is sponsored by ‘‘Nabob” 
products, 


Adams will have to. 


++ 


. —-* an 


December 3rd, 1937 


AGENTS WANTED 


ATTENTION—MEN 17 YEARS AND OVER, 
wanted everywhere to become Scientific 
Detectives, FRED Fingerprint outfit to 
students. For details write to Maurice 
L. Julien, BP 25, Station T, Montreal, 


ARTICLES FOR SALE 


SPECIAL.—HIGH-CLASS DRUG 

24 assorted sealed Latex samples, 

$1.00. . Formerly de | $2.00. French 

Pilules for female delays $2.50 box. Double 

Strength $3.00. Paris Ader Co., Dept. 
A, Box 2423, Montreal. 


pn 


BATTERIES 
ABC BATTERIES FOR ALL MAKES OF 


cars, farm lighting plants and _ radios.. 
Alberta Battery Company, Ltd., 420-426 
9th Ave. E., Calgary. 


LONGER LIFE, GREATER 
DEPENDABILITY in 
Auto, Farm Light, 
Radio Batteries 


+e 


CALGARY 
BATTERY. CO. 


117 llth Ave. W. 
Calgary M7744 


BELTING 


WRITE FOR SPECIAL BARGAIN LIST 
on Traces and Belting. Premier Belting 
Co., Winnipeg. 


B. C. PROPERTIES 


IF YOU ARE THINKING OF MOVING 
to B. C. and desire to rent or purchase 
a ery or business there, write to 
R. R. Earle, Box 879, Vernon, B.C., giving 
full particulars of what you want. Mr. 
Earle was for several years @ resident of 
the Prairies and later of Vancouver, the 
Cariboo, and now. of Vernon, B.C. 


CO-OPERATION IN THE NORTH 


“Co-operation has set its feet in 
the North Peace River country,” 
writes W. J. Reyda, secretary of 
Kerndale U.F.A. Local. In spite of 
cold, stormy weather, over 30 teams 
and 25 cars were waiting when the 
Local’s car of prime winter apples, 
pears and onions was opened. The 
purchasers taking part in this co-op- 
erative venture were not only members 
ae others coming as far as twenty-five 
miles. 


We have in stock &@ 
4 Only Model 
12 x 12 ft. 


Star NO-OIL-EM ae 
WINDMILL HEADS 


only 


In order to clear we offer same at 
less than half cost, namely $50.00. 


BELL & MORRIS 


Phone R1061 


527 - 8th AVE. W. CALGARY 


BROACKIAL COUGH 


Cough! Cough! Cough! Wheezing and 
choking! Get quick relief by taking 
Templeton’s RAZ-MAH Capsules. Get 
a 50c or $1 box from your druggist. 

FREE Write for FREE sample to Templetons 
TRIAL RAZ-MAH, Province Bldg., Van- 
couver, B.C., Dept. 27. 517B 


THE WESTERN FARM LEADER 


CLASSIFIED SECTION 


Price: 


3 cents per word per insertion; 5 insertions for the price of 4; 9 in- 


sertions for the price of 7; 13 insertions for the price of 10. 


Terms: Cash in advance, 


CLEANING AND DYEING 


GARMENTS AND HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
Cleaned and Dyed. Price List and information 
upon request. 


EMPIRE CLEANING AND DYEING CO. 


LTD. 
‘*Reliable—That’s All’’ 


Plant: 902 4th Ave. W. 
Branch: 234 12th Ave. W. 


CALGARY = Est. 1911 ALBERTA 


FARM MACHINERY 


JUMBO 
HAMMER MILL 


WORLD’S FINEST 
FEED GRINDERS 


Sold Exclusively by 


THE CALGARY FARM 
MACHINERY & SUPPLY CO. 


Full Line of 
REBUILT FARM MACHINERY 


Tractors, Plows, Seed Drills, Rod 
and Wire Weeders, Disc Harrows, 
Packers, etc. 


Write for your requirements. 
CALGARY FARM MACHINERY 
& SUPPLY CO. 


517 Second Street East 
CALGARY 


al © 


FURRIERS AND TANNERS 


BRIGGS TANNERY AND FUR CO., LTD. 
Furs remodelled, coats made. Burnsland, 
Calgary. 


GENUINE BUFFALO COATS 
AND ROBES 


FOR SALE AT 
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


Green beef hides taken in exchange 

Write for prices and particulars 

Custom Tanners of Harness Leather 

Rawhide, Lace, Beef and Horsehide 
Robes, etc. 


EDMONTON TANNERY 


Edmonton, Alberta 


FARM LANDS 


160 ACRES ON JASPER HIGHWAY, 2 


miles town, water abundant, 
12 acres cultivated, 
light brush. 
Box 56, Wildwood, Alta. 


a no stones, 
remainder hay and 


HBC 


RAW and IMPROVED 
FARMS 
FOR SALE 


Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta 


Special Terms. Interest 6% 


HAY AND GRAZING LEASES 
HAY AND TIMBER PERMITS 
Mail coupon for FREE Booklet 
and state land in which you are 


interested. 
Sb SS A ES SD SD SS SE SS oe SN ee GD 

1 MANAGER, LAND DEPARTMENT, 

1 HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY, | 

1 WINNIPEG. 1 

1 Ce Tp. Rge. West Mer H 

1 East 1 

1 

! (EE NEESER OO IN SOF le Ole ye ! 

{ ee NE gE ES REO AOS FOS NETL eR AE | 
. W.F.L, 12-37. i 


Cash $500, balance arranged, 


FRESH FISH 


Delicious | 
Winter Caught 


FISH 


THIS SEASON’S QUALITY STOCK 
in: 100 or 50 pound boxes 


Whitefish, dressed, per lb. 

Fancy Export Quality Whitefish, 
dressed, per lb.... 7 

“Pickerel-Walleyed Pike, round, lb. .53c 

Big Meaty Jackfish, headless, 


dressed, per lb...... Aic 
Salmon Trout, dressed, per lb.....9 ¢ 
Big Fat Mullets, round, per lb.....3 ¢ 


Here is a very popular assortment: 


100 pounds Export Whitefish, 
Salmon Trout, and Walleyed 
Pike in equal parts 

50 pound box same assortment. . $3.75 

Prices F.O:B. Big River. There is no tax on 

fresh fish. Send remittance with order. Relief 

orders accepted as cash. If no agent at your 


station include enough extra to prepay charges. 
Be sure your letter is addressed to 


BIG RIVER FISHERIES LTD. 
BIG RIVER, SASK. 


Reference: The Royal Bank, Prince Albert 


FRESH FROZEN FISH 


DIRECT TO THE CONSUMER 
No. 1, Whitefish, dressed 6 c lb. 
. 1, Fancy Export Whitefish, dressed_7. c lb. 
re fe jor. Whitefish, dressed 9 c lb. 
. 1, Jackfish, dressed 
‘ |. Salmon Trout, dressed 
1 


. 1, Pickere! Round 
» Mullets, Round 


Fish may be shipped in any quantity or mix- 


ture desired. Satisfaction guaranteed. If no 
agent at your station, include sufficient to 
cover prepay charges. 
THE WAITE FISHERIES, 
BIG RIVER, SASK. 


References: 


Bank of Nova Scotia, Prince Albert, Sask. 


GLASS EYES 
GLASS EYES, $4.50 EACH, THOUSANDS 


to choose from. Twelve sent to_ select 

from. Satisfaction guaranteed. Pitman 

Optical House, Vancouver. 
GRAPHOLOGY 


GRAPHOLOGY—YOUR CHARACTER RE- 
vealed by your handwriting. All questions 
answered. Enclose specimen and signature 
in ink, with stamped envelope and 25 cents, 
to Sydney May, The Western Farm. Leader. 


HELP WANTED---MALE AND 
FEMALE 


100 MEN AND WOMEN WANTED—MANY 
positions opening; . pleasant, steady, bigger 
earnings after learning barbering or hair- 
dressing. Former experience unnecessary. 
Literature free. rite Modern-Marvel 
Training System, 10212-10lst St., Ed- 
monton. 


DISEASES OF WOMEN AND 


MATERNITY 
DR. H. C. SWARTZLANDER, 811 SOUTH- 
am Bldg., Calgary. 
LEGAL 
WILLIAM E. HALL, BARRISTER,. SOLI- 
citor, Notary, etc., 401-403, Lougheed 


Building, Calgary. Solicitor for'the U.F.A. 
Central Office and Southern Alberta dis- 
trict. 


J.E. BROWNLEE, K.C., LL.D., BARRISTER, 
Solicitor, Notary, ete., 1, 2, Imperial Bank 
Bldg., Edmonton. Northern Alberta solic- 

~itor for the United Farmers of Alberta and 
A Saae Central Co-operative Association 

td. 


LIVESTOCK 


RED POLL B8.0.P. BREEDING STOCK, 
both sexes. - Geo. Deeprose, Morrin, Alta. 


RED POLLS, R.O.P. AND ACCREDITED 
herd. Bulls and heifers, for sale; T. H. 
Howes, Millet, Alta, 


(367) 15 


LUMBER AND BUILDING 


Materials of all kinds 
Ae oegy ereshogg of 
Sash, Doors, Special Mill Work, 
Wagon Oak, 
Wagon Boxes, Bottoms and Sides: 
Specials: 

Storm Sash, Combination Door 
Write for prices 
Delivered your nearest Railway 

Station 


HAYWARD LUMBER COMPANY 


IMITED 
P.O. Box 459 EDMONTON 


MAGNETO, ELECTRICAL REP’RS 
DELTA ELECTRIC LTD., 1002 1st STREET 


West, Calgary. 
and Generator 
supplies. 


Phone M4550 for Magneto 
Repairs and automotive 


_____ MUSICAL GIFTS. 
Guitars and Banjos, Violins, Ukuleles, Piano 
Accordions, Saxophones, 
Trombones, and Trumpets; 
Victor Radios and Records, 

estinghouse Radios and 
Electrical Appliances. 
Stewart - Warner Radios; 
Sheet Music, Pianos, etc.: 
Ask for catalogue. 


MATTHEWS MUSIC 


HOUSE, LTD., 328 EIGHTH AVENUE WEST 


te a a te a 


PATENTS AND DRAFTING 


PATENT ATTORNEY (REGISTERED).— 
Ideas developed. Expert general drafting. 
We St. de iller, A.M.E.I.C., 703-2nd St. 
W., Calgary. ° 


PERSONAL 


FALSE TEETH REPAIRED PROPERLY 
premrEy low charges. Mail to Dental 
ab., Mills Block, Calgary. 


BOOKS EVERY MARBIED COUPLE AND 


15c. 
25c. 


€ Supreme Spec- 
ialty, 169 Yonge, Toronto. 


MOTHERS! WRITE THE SOCIETY DE 
Hygenique, Dept. WFL, 441 Seymour 
Street, Vancouver, B.C., for confidential 


information on family limitation. 


MEN AND WOMEN—IT IS TO YOUR 
interest to send for our catalogue on finest 


quality Sanitary Rubber Prophylacticts 
and drug sundries. Our low prices will 
amaze you. Free catalogue sent’ on 


request. I.X.L. Specialties, P.O. Box 57, 
Dept. W, Toronto, Ont. 


PRINTING 


PRINTING AND ADVERTISING FOR 
U.F. Locals, Socials, Concerts, Dances, etc. 
Butter wrappers, Poultry farm literature, 
Auction Sale posters. Get our prices. 
Albertan Job Press Ltd., 312-8th Ave. East 
Calgary. 


SEED 
RED BOBS ‘222” WHEAT, GROWN 
from certified seed. Field inspected and 
eligible ‘for certification. Pure, clean, 


Good 222 wheat scarce this year. 
supplies early. Write: 
Millet, Alta. 


‘SITUATIONS VACANT---FEMALE 


LADIES WANTED TO DO LIGHT SEWING 
at home; good pay; work sent charges paid. 
National Manufacturing Co., Dept. 75, 
Montreal. 


SONG POEMS WANTED 


WANTED—ORIGINAL POEMS, SONGS, 
for immediate consideration. Send poems 
to Columbian Tusic Publishers  Ltd., 
Dept. C-21, Toronto, Can. 


Book 
Henry Young, 


STOVE AND FURNACE REPAIRS 


os ove and PURNAcy 
REPAIRS 


For All Makes. Also for All Heaters. 

Write for prices. 

THE GREEN’S STOVE CO. 
815A - lst STREET EAST 
SALGARY 


TURKEYS 


Improve your flock by securing your TURKEY 
BREEDING STOCK from outstanding flocks. Con- 
sistent winners at Toronto Royal and other large shows 
Prices for early qreeret 
oms 


Grade C 6.00 5.00 
ALBERTA BRONZE TURKEY BREEDERS 


SSOCIATION 
Box 103 EDMONTON Telephone 22276 


ye 
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7 Looking Back Across a Century YW 


December 3rd, 1987 


By HERBERT HARRIS 


HRISTMAS EVE, 1837, is on a 
Sunday. ' 

Good prim ladies with their bonnets, 
incredibly small waists and fulsome 
crinolines are not doing their shopping 
to-day. That had to be done yesterday, 
two days before Christmas. 

Queen Victoria has been on the 
Throne just six months, and there is 
general talk of her Coronation in the 
summer of 1838. Victoria, a girl of 18, 
and her Court, are in mourning for 
William IV, who died very suddenly 
in June. His passing is not greatly 
regretted, however, for, though he was 
popular in some measure, he had little 
of kingly capacity. 

Ladies do not express their opinions 
on politics and current affairs. That 
is the privilege of the menfolk, who 
flap their long coat-tails, tap their top- 
hats, finger their fobs,’ dig their hands 
in the pockets of their gay waistcoats, 


. and turn the backs of their close- 


fitting trousers to the log-fire as they 
discuss the world in which they are 
living—an exciting world with much 
to talk about. 


Grimaldi 


Many of them sigh reminiscently as 
they speak of pantomime, for only a 
few months ago the greatest panto- 
mime figure of the century died-— 
Joseph Grimaldi, unchallenged king of 
Harlequinade. And Harlequinade can 


hardly be the same again without 


Grimaldi, the beloved clown, snatched 
away at the age of 58. 

English ladies pour shocked sym- 
pathy upon the women of India, so 
many of them child-wives and child- 
widows, for India is °struggling to 
recover from one of the most serious 
famines in its famine-ridden history. 
When the good things of the Yuletide 
table are prepared, it is as well to 
spare a thought, to offer a prayer, for 
the thousands in India who are 
emaciated; who have died of starva- 
tion. : 

In Canada 


Many difficulties have to be over- 
come in Canada. The Dominion is not 
yet ‘‘united.”” There are Upper Can- 
ada and Lower Canada, and constant 
friction over the system of Govern- 
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ment has recently culminated in a 
serious rebellion. In a short time, 
the Earl of Durham will leave to 
straighten things out and pave the 
way for a ‘United Canada,’’ so that 
Christmas in Canada in 1838 will be a 
less troublesome one. No one dreams 
that the great Western plains, where 
Indians roam freely, hunting the 
buffalo, and trade with the few white 
men who serve companies established 
by the ‘Gentlemen Adventurers of 
England”’ in Stuart days, will within 
a century become one of the most 
important agricultural -areas-—of the 
world, or that a small settlement at 
the mouth of the Columbia river 
bearing the name of the _ explorer 
Captain Vancouver will be transformed 
into a great port of the Pacific. 
Christmas greetings, few in num- 
ber, pass to and froina leisurely fashion. 
Nobody realizes that the age of 
electric telegraphy is being born at 
this moment, that telegram-greetings 
will ere long be a common custom. 
An American, Samuel Morse, has just 
introduced overland electric. teleg- 
raphy, and Mr. W. F. Cooke, a young 
English electrician, is preparing to 


erect a telegraph-line along thirteen. 


miles of the Great Western Railway. 

Postage is still an expensive item. 
and at such a time of family senti- 
ment as Christmas, with exchange of 
greetings uppermost in our minds, 
there are plenty ready to listen to 
Rowland Hill’s Penny Postage scheme. 
But not for two years will Penny 
Postage come into operation. 

A young man aged twenty-five 
spends part of his Christmas writing. 
He has just published ‘Pickwick 
Papers” and is to earn immortality 
by perpetuating the spirit of Christ- 
mas in literature. His name is Charles 
Dickens. 


A Hard Winter 


On Monday, Christmas Day dawns. 
It is a hard winter, and log fires blaze 
merrily. The custom of starting the 


Man 


Christmas Day fire with a charred log 
saved from the Christmas before is 
carried out in several homes. 

The best mistletoe is laden with 
berries, for which each kiss a berry is 
plucked from the branch, and kissing 


ceases when the branth is bare. of 
berries. 

It is a day of great eating and much 
drinking of punch; at least, in for- 
tunate homes, for food is very dear. 
The condition of the poorer classes is 
pitiful, as young Charles Dickens ob- 
serves. A party of agitators known 
as ‘the Chartists’’ have just come 
into being and strive by demonsttations 
and other means of propaganda to 
better the conditions of the poor and 
needy. 

But those celebrating Christmas try 
not to think of those who are suffering. 
They dance the waltz and minuet. 
The waltz is only twenty-four years 
old in England, and is danced a good 
deal to the contemporary music of 
a young Austrian named Johann 
Strauss. The polka is not yet known, 
and will not arrive for seven years. 
The music of two young men, Men- 
delssohn .and Chopin, both aged 
twenty-eight, is coming in for a good 
deal of notice. 


Upright and cottage pianos are in 
vogue. Notice the hammers of. the 
keys; they are lined with leather, and 
not for another two years will you see 
feltin use. The harp still has a place 
in the drawing room. 


Oils Firm 


Oil lamps hold their own, despite 
the introduction of gas-light. Coal- 


gas is, no longer in its infancy, but is 


still the subject of experiment. Not 
for many years will the gas-mantle 
make its appearance. 

Between spells of merrymaking, the 
host perhaps tells of the part “he 
played at Waterloo, twenty-two years 
ago. He may speak of Napoleon, who 
died at St. Helena only sixteen years 
ago, and of Wellington, now aged 68, 
a grand old man who represents fine 
courage and military pageantry. 

In a lighthouse on one of the deso- 
late Farne Islands, off the coast of 
Northumberland, the keeper, Mr. 
Darling, and his 22-years-old daughter 
Grace, are spending a lonely Christ- 
mas, the only music being the crash- 
ing of waves. Grace does not know 
that in a few months’ time, she will 

ut off from the lighthouse in a small 
yoat, and win herself immortal ad- 
miration by saving the crew of the 
distressed Forfarshire. 

Christmas for those in prison could 
be made less harsh. Elizabeth I'ry, 
the prison reformer, and young Dick- 
ens and other writers, are combining 
to make prison conditions less in- 


human, and recently the prisons have | 


been put under the inspection of the 
Home Secretary. 

If, during the Christmas festivities, 
one gentleman grievously offends an- 
other over a matter of love or honour, 
a duel may be the outcome, for duels 
are still fought quite frequently. As 
recently as 1829, the Duke of Welling- 
ton fought a duel with the Earl of 
Winchelsea, and even more recently, 
in 1835, Mr. Roebuck, a Member of 
Parliament, challenged and duelled 
with Mr. Black, the editor of the 
Morning Chronicle. Not till 1852 will 
the last duel be fought on English sojl. 


Young Tennyson 


Many books change hands as Christ- 
mas gifts. The 28-years-old Alfred 
Tennyson is a coming poet, Words- 
worth, at 67, is widely read. A book 
by the 28-years-old scientist, Charles 
Darwin, has just been published, and 
describes a five-year-cruise in a Gov- 

\ * 


The 
latest works of Washington Irving and 
young Longfellow, the Americans, are 


ernment scientific survey-ship. 


read and discussed. Harrison Ains- 
worth and Mrs. Trollope (mother of 
Anthony) are popular novelists. Young 
Browning is much too “highbrow.” 

In a poor home in Stockholm, 
Sweden, a girl in her ’teens sings 
Christmas carols in a rich silvery 
voice. Often she is heard singing in 
the streets. Her name is Jenny Lind, 
who later gained fame as the ‘‘Swed- 
ish nightingale.” 


Meanwhile the leading lights of the 


theatre are Charles Kemble, now 62. 


and his daughter, Fanny Kemble, now 
28. These are carrying on the proud 
theatrical traditions of the Kembles— 
one of whom, Mrs. Siddons, has been 
dead six years. 

Christmas, 1837, is not althogether 
an unhappy period. In fact, you could 
call it a happy one, for Britain at 
least has been at peace for 21 years. 
and those terrible and unjust punish- 
ments our parents knew—such as 
death for theft—are being swept away, 
while the growth of railways and the 
advent of the steamship offer speedier 
and more comfortable travel, less 
beset by the perils of the elements 
and the threat of bandits. 

It is a brave, noble, pioneering 
period in which this Christmas of 1837 
is set, and while we celebrate this first 
Yuletide in the reign of Victoria, great 
men are thinking, planning, working 
to make a better, brighter, and safer 
world for all. 

(Copyright: Publishing arrangement with 
N.F.L.) 
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The Advertisements in 
This Christmas Issue 


The Western. Farm Leader bespeaks 
for its advertisers in this Christmas 
Issue your consideration. It will be 
regarded as a favor by the paper if 
you ‘will read the advertisements 
attentively and, where 
ronize the advertisers. hank you! 
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